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4. On 5/29/13, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute the DHS decision that Claimant 
was no longer eligible for PATH deferral. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) is a block grant that was established by the 
Social Security Act. Public Act (P.A.) 223 of 1995 amended P.A. 280 of 1939 and 
provides a state legal base for FIP. FIP policies are also authorized by the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR), Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL), Michigan Administrative 
Code (MAC), and federal court orders. Amendments to the Social Security Act by the 
U.S. Congress affect the administration and scope of the FIP program. The U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) administers the Social Security Act. 
Within HHS, the Administration for Children and Families has specific responsibility for 
the administration of the FIP program. DHS policies are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
It was not disputed that Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a DHS decision to end 
Claimant’s deferral from PATH participation. As of the date of hearing, DHS had not yet 
found Claimant to be noncompliant with PATH participation. DHS also had not initiated 
termination of Claimant’s FIP eligibility as a result of alleged noncompliance. 
 
The Michigan Administrative Hearing System may grant a hearing about any of the 
following: 

• denial of an application and/or supplemental payments; 
• reduction in the amount of program benefits or service; 
• suspension or termination of program benefits or service 
• restrictions under which benefits or services are provided; 
• delay of any action beyond standards of promptness; or  
• the current level of benefits or denial of expedited service (for Food Assistance 

Program benefits only). 
BAM 600 (8/2012), p. 3. 

 
When a deferral is not granted, it is not a loss of benefits, termination or negative action. 
BEM 230A (1/2013), p. 16. When a client requests a hearing based on not being 
granted a deferral, DHS is to advise the client at the pre-hearing conference and use 
the DHS-3050, Hearing Summary, to inform the administrative law judge the action did 
not result in a loss of benefits or services. Id. DHS is to be sure the client understands 
the time to file a hearing is once he/she receives a notice of case action for 
noncompliance. Id. 
 
If Claimant fails to attend PATH and DHS takes adverse action on Claimant’s benefit 
eligibility, then Claimant may raise the issue of having good cause for not attending 
PATH. Until such time occurs, Claimant suffered no adverse action to benefit eligibility. 
Accordingly, Claimant’s hearing request is dismissed for failing to raise a dispute 
appropriate for administrative hearing review. 






