


2013-49527/ACE 
 

2 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 through R 
400.3015. 
 
On April 9, 2013, Claimant applied for FAP benefits.  On April 12, 2013, the Department 
denied the application on the basis that Claimant and his wife were not eligible aliens. 
 
To receive FAP benefits, a person must be a U.S. citizen or have an acceptable alien 
status, and individuals who do not meet this requirement are disqualified from FAP 
eligibility.  BEM 225 (January 1, 2012), p. 1.  Acceptable alien status includes 
individuals who are permanent resident aliens and either have been in the U.S. for five 
years or meet the Social Security Credits (SSC) requirements.  BEM 225, pp. 3, 8.  
Permanent resident aliens who have not been in the U.S. for five years are eligilble for 
FAP benefits if their permanent residency cards (I-551) have a class code of RE, AS, 
SI, AM or SQ.  BEM 225, pp. 5-6.  FAP benefits are also available to persons lawfully 
residing in the U.S. and currently disabled.  BEM 225, p. 8.  An individual is disabled if 
he or she receives Supplemental Security Income (SSI); Retirement, Survivors and 
Disability Insurance (RSDI); railroad retirement benefits; or MA based on disability or 
blindness.  BEM 225, p. 8.   
 
At the hearing, Claimant and his wife both acknowledged that they had been U.S. 
residents since September 25, 2010.  Therefore, they had been in the U.S. less than 
five years.  Their permanent residency cards do not show a class code of RE, AS, SI, 
AM or SQ.  Although Claimant alleged that he was disabled and there was evidence 
that he had applied for Medical Assistance with the Department and federal benefits 
with the Social Security Administration, he was not at the time of his FAP application a 
recipient of SSI, RSDI, railroad retirement benefits or MA based on disability or 
blindness.  Under the foregoing facts, Claimant and his wife did not have acceptable 
alien status.  Thus, the Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it 
denied Claimant’s FAP application.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s FAP application.   
 






