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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility 
Manual (BEM), and the Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual 
(RFT).   
 
The Family  Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, R 400.3101 
through Rule 400.3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, R 400.3001 through Rule 400.3015. 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 
400.105.   
 
Additionally, the Department did not provide a copy of the applicable Notice of Case 
Action with its hearing packet but testified that it sent Claimant a Notice on May 8, 2013, 
notifying her that, effective June 1, 2013, her FIP and MA cases would close and her 
FAP benefits would be reduced because she failed to cooperate in establishing 
paternity or security child support.  Claimant requested a hearing concerning the closure 
of her FAP and FIP cases.  At the hearing, Claimant also indicated that she wished to 
address the closure of her MA case.  Although Claimant’s hearing request did not 
reference her MA case, because the child support noncooperation issue that affected 
Claimant’s FIP and FAP cases also affected her MA case, this Hearing Decision will 
address Claimant’s MA benefits as well as her FIP and FAP benefits.   
 
Department policy requires that the custodial parent of children must comply with all 
requests for action or information needed to establish paternity and/or obtain child 
support on behalf of children for whom they receive assistance, unless a claim of good 
cause for not cooperating has been granted or is pending.  BEM 255 (December 1, 
2011), p. 1.  
 
Claimant has one child.  The OCS participated in the hearing and testified that it 
contacted Claimant by letter on February 25, 2013, and on March 18, 2013, requesting 
that she complete and mail in a questionnaire or call her OCS child support specialist to 
provide information concerning her son’s father.  Claimant did not respond to either 
letter.  On May 8, 2013, the OCS sent Claimant a Noncooperation Notice informing her 








