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The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 
400.105.   
 
At the hearing, Claimant provided a Circuit Court document stating that Claimant was 
not placed on non-cooperation status by the Wayne County Friend of the Court.  The 
office of child support (OCS) was not present at the hearing and no evidence was 
provided to support the finding of non-cooperation. 
 

Families are strengthened when children’s needs are met.  
Parents have a responsibility to meet their children’s needs 
by providing support and/or cooperating with the department, 
including the Office of Child Support (OCS), the Friend of the 
Court (FOC) and the prosecuting attorney to establish 
paternity and/or obtain support from an absent parent.  BEM 
255 (December 2011). 
 
In Black v Dept of Social Services, 195 Mich App 27 (1992), 
the Court of Appeals addressed the issue of burden of proof 
in a non-cooperation finding.  Specifically, the court in Black 
ruled that to support a finding of non-cooperation, the 
agency has the burden of proof to establish that the mother 
(1) failed to provide the requested verification and that (2) 
the mother knew the requested information.  The Black court 
also emphasized the fact that the mother testified under oath 
that she had no further information and the agency failed to 
offer any evidence that the mother knew more than she was 
disclosing.  Black at 32-34. 
 

Here, there was no evidence that Claimant failed to provide any information about the 
father of her child. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly when      . 
 did not act properly when failed to continue Claimant's MA benefits after January 31, 

2013. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s  AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC decision 
is  AFFIRMED  REVERSED for the reasons stated on the record. 
 

 THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO DO THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 10 DAYS OF 
THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER: 
 






