


2013-8906/VLA 

2 

JET case manager and she wo uld resubmit the logs if necessar y.  Claimant 
was given until 8/23/12 to resubmit the logs for a Good Cause determination.  

 
4.  On August 22, 2012, Claim ant testified that she subm itted the logs to DHS at 

the drop off window.   
 

5. On August 22, 2012, Claimant signed the DHS sign-in log.    
 

6. On September 1, 2012, the Department closed Claimant’s case due to failure to 
participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency-related activities.   

 
7. On October 26, 2012, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the closure of 

the case.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Br idges Administrative  Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Family  Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and W ork Opportunity Reconc iliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193,  
42 USC 601, et seq .  The Department (formerly k nown as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq ., and 1999 AC, R 400.3101 
through Rule 400.3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.   
 
Claimant was in itially referred to Triage  for fa iling to turn in  sch ool logs  from June 4, 
June 18, and July 9, 2012.  During Triage, Cla imant stated she had turned them in to 
her JET case manager.  JET had no record of receiving them, and Claimant  was given 
until August 23, 2012 to turn in  the school logs to DHS.  On August 22, 2012, Claimant  
signed the log at the DHS drop box and te stified she dropped off the documents and 
addressed them to Alice Seipelt.  Ms. Seipelt testified she never received them.   
 
Due to the lack of evidenc e that Claimant did not in fact dr op off the requested 
documents on August 22, 2012, espec ially in light of her signat ure on that date on the 
DHS drop box log, this Administrative Law Judge finds the D epartment improperly  
closed Claimant’s case for FIP.  There was no testimony contrary to Claimant’s that she 
put the requested school logs in  the drop off box, only testim ony that they were never 
received. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the r ecord, finds that the Department did not ac t 
properly. 
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Accordingly, the Department’s FIP decision is REVERSED for the reasons stated on the 
record. 
 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO DO THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 10 DAYS OF  
THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER: 
 
Reinstate Claimant’s FIP case and process according to policy with retroactive benefits 
back to the date of closure. 
 
It is SO ORDERED. 
 
 

/s/__________________________ 
Vicki L. Armstrong 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  January 2, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:   January 3, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing Syst em (MAHS) may order a rehearing or  
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a par ty within 30 days  of 
the mailing date of this Dec ision and Order .  MAHS will not or der a rehearing or  
reconsideration on the Department's mo tion where the final decis ion cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.  (60 days for FAP cases) 
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order  to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
receipt of the Dec ision and Order or, if a timely request for r ehearing was made, within 
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
 
Claimant may request a rehearing or reconsideration for the following reasons: 
 

 A rehearing MAY be granted if there is newly discovered evidence that could  affect the 
outcome of the original hearing decision. 

 A reconsideration MAY be granted for any of the following reasons: 
 misapplication of manual policy or law in the hearing decision,  
 typographical errors, math ematical error, or other obvious errors in the he aring decision 

that effect the substantial rights of the claimant: 
 the failure of the ALJ to address other relevant issues in the hearing decision. 
 

Request must be submitted through the local DHS office or directly to MAHS by mail at  
 Michigan Administrative hearings 
 Re consideration/Rehearing Request 
 P. O. Box 30639 
 Lansing, Michigan 48909-07322 
 
 
 






