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6. Claimant applied for disability benefits bas ed on havin g migraines, 
congestive heart failure, and asthma. 

7. On  the Medical Review Team (MRT) denied Claimant’s  
request for MA-P benefits. 

8. After the Department denied Claimant’s MA-P application, Claimant filed a 
written request for hearing, protesting the denial, on  

9. The State Hearing Review Team (SHRT) upheld the D epartment’s denial 
of Claimant’s MA-P application. 

10. On  Claimant submitted an ap plication for SSI wit h 
the Social Security Administration (SSA). 

11. SSA determined that Claimant met the federal SSI disability standard, and 
her disability onset date is .  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is estab lished by Title XIX of the Social Sec urity 
Act and is  implement ed by T itle 42 of the C ode of Federal Regulations  (CFR).  The 
Family Independence Agency (FIA or agency) administers the MA program pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, et seq ., and MCL 4000.105; MSA 16.490 (15). Departm ent polic ies are 
found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), 
and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).   

 
Pursuant to Federal Rule 42 CFR 435.50, the Family Independence Agency uses the 
federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) policy in determi ning eligibility for disability 
under the Medical Assistance program.  Under SSI, disability is defined as: 
 

…the inability to do any substantial gainful activity by reason 
of any medically determinable ph ysical or mental impairment 
which can be expected to result in death or which has lasted 
or can be expected to last for a continuous period of not less 
than 12 months… 

  20 CFR 416.905 
 

The person claiming a physica l or mental disability has the burden to establish it  
through the use of competent medical evidence from qualified medical sources such as 
his or her medical history, clinical/laboratory findings,  di agnosis/prescribed treatment, 
prognosis for a recovery and/or medical assessment of ability to do wo rk-related 
activities or  ability to r eason and to make appropriate mental adjus tments, if a mental 
disability is being alle ged, 20 CF R 416.913.  An individual’s subjective pain complaint s 
are not, in and of themselves, sufficient to establish disability.  20 CFR 416. 908 and 20 
CFR 416.929.  By the same token, a conclu sory statement by a physician or mental 






