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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
The Department submitted a BRIDGES print out which shows that on October 4, 2012 
Claimant had been approved for Medical Assistance (MA) for SSI Recipients beginning 
August 1, 2011. During this hearing neither party addressed the process by which 
Claimant was retroactively approved for Medical Assistance (MA) back to                     
August 1, 2011. Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 150 
provides for automatic assignment of Medical Assistance (MA) for SSI recipients 
identified through data match with the Social Security Administration.  
  

’ request for hearing only asserts that a retroactive Medical Assistance 
(MA) application was submitted on March 1, 2012. Only the month of May 2011 is 
addressed in the request for hearing.  asserts that Claimant is eligible 
for retroactive Medical Assistance (MA) back to May 1, 2011 because BEM 150 states 
“Ongoing MA eligibility begins the first day of the month of SSI entitlement. Some clients 
also qualify for retroactive (retro) MA coverage for up to three calendar months prior to 
SSI entitlement.” 
 
The February 20, 2012 Social Security Administration letter in evidence does state that 
“as of August 2011” Claimant met all the rules to be eligible for SSI based on being 
disabled. However, SSA only paid Claimant benefits beginning with the month of 
February 2011. Based on the payment made by SSA, Claimant’s first month of SSI 
entitlement was September 2011 not August 2011. 
 
The fact that Michigan’s Department of Human Services started Claimant’s Medical 
Assistance (MA) for SSI recipients on August 1, 2011 does not mean her first month of 
SSI entitlement was August 2011. Only the Social Security Administration determines 
the first month of SSI entitlement. Because SSA made September 2011 Claimant’s first 
month of SSI entitlement, BEM 150 limits retroactive MA to June 1, 2011.        
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides the Department of Human Services properly denied Claimant’s              
March 1, 2012 retroactive Medical Assistance (MA) application for coverage of May 
2011. 
 






