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(5) On April 19, 2013, the BRIDGES error was resolved by DTMB. 
 

(6) On April 22, 2013, the Department was able to recalculate Claimant’s 
Food Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility as of November 1, 2012. The 
financial eligibility budget shows that Claimant is eligible for only $  
 

(7) On May 17, 2013, Claimant was sent a Notice of Over-Issuance        
(DHS-4358). 
 

(8) On May 22, 2013, Claimant submitted a request for hearing regarding 
recoupment of the over-issuance.       

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-
3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).  
 
The original November 1, 2012 decrease in Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits 
resulted because Claimant’s financial eligibility budget contained a significant medical 
expense that was no longer valid. No other items changed in the budget.  At this 
hearing Claimant and spouses’ medical expenses were verified. The FAP financial 
eligibility budget was reviewed and found to be correct.  
 
The BRIDGES error extended the time period in which Claimant was issued the higher 
amount of benefits pending the hearing. It can be argued that the portion of the over-
issuance following the November hearing is agency error. However, the label makes no 
difference because client error and agency error over-issuances are determined, 
calculated, and acted upon the same way. 
 
This is an unfortunate set of circumstances and the larger over-issuance amount  was 
not intentionally caused by Claimant. However, the over-issuance has been properly 
calculated and will be recouped in accordance with Department policy.     

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides Claimant received a $2,106 over-issuance of Food Assistance Program 
(FAP) benefits between November 1, 2012 and April 30, 2012 which the Department of 
Human Services is entitled to recoup. 
 






