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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-
3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).  
 
In this case, the Department requested  income records regarding 
Claimant’s sale of personal possessions. Claimant testified that he did not receive the 

 income forms. Review of Department of Human Services Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) 500 (2013) provided the resolution of this case. Page 6 of BEM 
500 under General Exclusions for all types of assistance states “Asset Conversion 
Consider an asset converted from one type to another (example: an item sold for cash) 
as an asset.”   
 
Claimant’s application was not processed in accordance with Department policy and the 
request for income verification was incorrect. This first incorrect action 
by the Department negates all that came after it.       

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides the Department of Human Services DID NOT properly deny Claimant’s 
April 16, 2013 application for Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits for failure to 
receive requested self-employment income verification. 
 
It is ORDERED that the actions of the Department of Human Services, in this matter, 
are REVERSED.  
 
It is further ORDERED that Claimant’s application be reinstated and processed in 
accordance with Department policy.        

      
 
 

 /s/      
      Gary F. Heisler 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 
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