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appointment notices. Claimant had not retrieved any of the 
correspondences from the mailing address he gave to the Department.  

 
(5) On March 6, 2013, Claimant did not attend the scheduled meeting. The 

Department determined there was no good cause for Claimant’s failure to 
participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency related activities.  

 
(6) On April 9, 2013, Claimant submitted a request for hearing. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Family Independence  Program (FIP) was established  pursuant to  the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation  Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in  the Bridges Administrative  
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference 
Manual (PRM). 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-
3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
At this hearing Claimant did not dispute using the local DHS Office for his mailing 
address or that he did not retrieve mail sent to him. Claimant asserted he did not know 
of the requirements contained in the correspondence sent to him which he never picked 
up. The Department’s requirement to provide notice is fulfilled once they send notice to 
the address provided by a client. The evidence presented at this hearing does not 
establish any good cause for Claimant’s failure to participate in employment and/or self-
sufficiency related activities.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides the Department of Human Services properly sanctioned Claimant’s 
Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food Assistance Program (FAP) for failure to 
participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency related activities. 
 






