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self-employment for duties that were performed for compensation or profit.  Unearned 
income means all income that is not earned, including but not limited to funds received 
from the Family Independence Program (FIP), State Disability Assistance (SDA), Child 
Development and Care (CDC), Medicaid (MA), Social Security Benefits (RSDI/SSI), 
Veterans Administration (VA), Unemployment Compensation Benefits (UCB), Adult 
Medical Program (AMP), alimony, and child support payments.  The amount counted 
may be more than the client actually receives because the gross amount is used prior to 
any deductions.  BEM 500. 

 
Department policy further indicates that clients must cooperate with the local office in 
determining initial and ongoing eligibility with all programs.  BAM 105.  This includes 
completion of the necessary forms.  Clients who are able to but refuse to provide 
necessary information or take a required action are subject to penalties.  BAM 105.  
Clients must take actions within their ability to obtain verifications.  BAM 130; BEM 702.  
Likewise, DHS local office staff must assist clients who ask for help in completing forms. 
BAM 130; BEM 702; BAM 105.   
 
Verification is usually required upon application or redetermination and for a reported 
change affecting eligibility or benefit level.  BAM 130.   The department must allow a 
client 10 calendar days (or other time limit specified in policy) to provide the requested 
verification.  BAM 130.  If the client is unable to provide the verification despite a 
reasonable effort, the department must extend the time limit at least once.  BAM 130.  
 
In this case, while Claimant has continued to exclude her husband, , from 
her household for purposes of applying for FAP benefits, the department’s Office of 
Inspector General has conducted three investigations between August 2012 and 
March 2013 at the residence at which Claimant resides at  and each 
investigation included interviews with Claimant’s neighbors and Claimant’s mother, all of 
whom consistently reported that Claimant and her husband, , live at the 
home with other family members including Claimant’s mother, who owns the home.  
And, because Claimant failed to timely respond to the department’s request for 
verification of  bank account statement, the department notified Claimant 
that, effective April 1, 2013, her FAP benefits would be closed due to her failure to verify 
or allow the department to verify information necessary to determine Claimant’s 
eligibility for the FAP program. 
 
At the May 9, 2013 hearing, Claimant testified that she and  are in the 
process of divorcing and that he moved out of her residence on March 1, 2013.  
Claimant further testified that  moved back in with her on March 14, 2013.   

 also testified that he did not live with Claimant between March 1, 2013 and 
March 14, 2013.  However,  acknowledged that he was living with Claimant 
in April 2012 (when Claimant applied for FAP benefits and did not report  as 
a household member) and he was living with Claimant in October 2012 (contrary to 
Claimant’s report to the department on October 8, 2012 that  had moved to 

, Michigan). 
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DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides that the department properly closed Claimant’s FAP benefits case for 
the benefit period effective April 1, 2013 for the reason that Claimant failed to verify 
necessary information for the department regarding Claimant’s FAP group member, 

.    The department’s actions are therefore UPHELD. 
      

IT IS SO ORDERED.  
      

 

 /s/_____________________________ 
      Suzanne D. Sonneborn 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura Corrigan, Director 

 Department of Human Services 
 

Date Signed: May 10, 2013 
 
Date Mailed: May 13, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 60 days of the filing of the original request.   
 
The Claimant may appeal this Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within 
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
 
Claimant may request a rehearing or reconsideration for the following reasons: 
 

• A rehearing MAY be granted if there is newly discovered evidence that could 
affect the outcome of the original hearing decision. 

 
• A reconsideration MAY be granted for any of the following reasons: 
 - Misapplication of manual policy or law in the hearing decision, 
- Typographical errors, mathematical errors, or other obvious errors in the 

hearing decision that affect the substantial rights of Claimant; 
- The failure of the ALJ to address other relevant issues in the hearing 

decision. 
 






