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5. The Department received the Claimant’s request for a hearing on  
, protesting the Department’s refusal to issue supplemental Family 

Independence Program (FIP) benefits before  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, R 400.3001 through Rule 400.3015. 

The Department will determine eligibility and benefit amounts for all requested 
programs.  An application for cash assistance is an application for medical assistance, 
even if medical assistance is not checked as a program being applied for on the 
application.  The Department will review the effect on eligibility whenever the client 
reports a change in circumstances.  Department of Human Services Bridges Assistance 
Manual (BAM) 105 (March 1, 2013), p 11. 

When a client makes a request by letter or telephone, the Department will mail the client 
an application by the end of the next workday.  If the application is not returned, the 
requester must be contacted according to local office procedures.  Department of 
Human Services Bridges Assistance Manual (BAM) 110 (January 1, 2013), p 2. 

Clients have the right to contest a Department decision affecting eligibility or benefit 
levels whenever it is believed that the decision is incorrect.  The Department will provide 
an administrative hearing to review the decision and determine the appropriateness.  
The State Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules (“SOAHR”) may grant a hearing 
for any of the following: 
 

• Denial of an application and/or supplemental payments 
 

• Reduction in the amount of program benefits or service 
 

• Suspension or termination of program benefits or service 
 

• Restrictions under which benefits or services are provided 
 

• Delay of any action beyond the standard of promptness 
 

• For FAP only, the current level of benefits or denial of expedited service.  
Department of Human Services Bridges Assistance Manual (BAM) 600. 

The Claimant has been an ongoing Food Assistance Program (FAP) recipient since 
 










