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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Family  Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1997 AACS R 400.3101-
3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program effective 
October 1, 1996.   
 
Claimant does not dispute that she failed to attend the scheduled meeting on February 
13, 2013 or submit verification of her participation requirements. Claimant testified that 
she did receive the appointment notice with the date and time on it. Claimant testified 
that she lost the paper and thought the appointment was on February 14, 2013. 
 
Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 233A (2013) pages 4 
& 5 define good cause as a valid reason for noncompliance with employment and/or 
self-sufficiency related activities that are based on factors that are beyond the control of 
the noncompliant person. Loosing paperwork and forgetting the date of an appointment 
is not beyond Claimant’s control. Evidence presented at the hearing is not sufficient to 
establish that Claimant had good cause for failing to attend the February 13, 2013 
appointment and turn in her participation verifications.   
 
A more detailed analysis of the evidence presented, applicable Department policies, 
and reasoning for the decision are contained in the recorded record. During the hearing 
Claimant was informed of the decision and the reasoning behind the decision. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department properly 
sanctioned Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP) for failure to participate in 
employment and/or self-sufficiency related activities. 
 
It is ORDERED that the actions of the Department of Human Services, in this matter, 
are UPHELD. 
 
 
 

/s/         
Gary F. Heisler 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  5/6/13 
 
Date Mailed:  5/6/13 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 






