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5. On  and   submitted 
applications for State Emergency Reli ef (SER) benefits and notified the 
Department that he lives at . 

6. The Claimant submitted an applic ation for Food Assistance Program  
(FAP) benefits as a group of two on  but did not list 

 as living in her home. 

7. On  the Department determined the Claim ant’s eligibilit y 
for the Food Ass istance Progr am (FAP) as a group of three, that the 
income of  is countable income towards that group, and then 
determined that the group is not eligible to receive Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) due to excess income. 

8. The Department received the Cla imant’s request for a hearing on 
 protesting the closure of Food Assistance Program (FAP) 

benefits. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amend ed, and is implemented by the  
federal regulations contained in  Title 7 of the Code of Feder al Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as  the Fam ily Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, R 400.3001 through Rule 400.3015.  
 
All earned and unearned income available to the Claimant is countable.  Earned income 
means income received from another person or organization or  from self-employment 
for duties for duties that were performed fo r compensation or profit.  Unearned incom e 
means all income that is not earned, including but not limited to funds received from the 
Family Independenc e Program (FIP), State Dis ability Ass istance (SDA), Child 
Development and Ca re (CDC), Medicaid ( MA), Social Security Benefits (RSDI/SSI), 
Veterans Administration (VA), Unemploy ment Compensation Benefits (UCB), Adu lt 
Medical Pr ogram (AMA), alimony, and child  support payments.  The amount counted 
may before than the client actually receives  because the gross amount is used prior to 
any deductions.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 500. 
 

FAP group composition is est ablished by determining all o f 
the following: 
 
 Who lives together. 
 The relationship(s) of the people who live together. 
 Whether the people living together purchase and prepare 

food together or separately. 
 Whether the person(s) resi des in an eligible living 

situation.  Department of  Human Ser vices Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) 212 (November 1, 2012), p 1. 










