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5. On March 7, 2013, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the FAP closure.      

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1997 AACS R 400.3001-3015  
  
Verification means documentation or other evidence to establish the accuracy of the 
client's verbal or written statements. BAM 130. Verification is usually required upon 
application or redetermination and for a reported change affecting eligibility or benefit 
level.  BAM 130. Verifications are considered timely if received by the date they are due. 
BAM 130.  
 
For FAP, the department must allow a client 10 calendar days (or other time limit 
specified in policy) to provide the requested verification.  BAM 130. The department 
worker must tell the client what verification is required, how to obtain it, and the due 
date. BAM 130. 
 
If the client contacts the department prior to the due date requesting an extension or 
assistance in obtaining verifications, the department must assist them with the 
verifications but not grant an extension. BAM 130. The department worker must explain 
to the client they will not be given an extension and their case will be denied once the 
VCL due date is passed. BAM 130. Also, the department worker shall explain their 
eligibility will be determined based on their compliance date if they return required 
verifications. BAM 130. The department must re-register the application if the client 
complies within 60 days of the application date. See BAM 115 & BAM 130.  
 
Generally speaking, the client is obligated to obtain required verification, but the 
department worker must assist if the client needs and requests help. BAM 130. If 
neither the client nor the department worker can obtain verification despite a reasonable 
effort, the department worker must use the best available information. BAM 130. If no 
evidence is available, the department worker should use his or her best judgment. BAM 
130.  
 
For all programs, the department must, before determining eligibility, give the client a 
reasonable opportunity to resolve any discrepancy between his statements and 
information from another source. BAM 130. 
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information was needed so the Department can determine Claimant’s continued 
eligibility for FAP. Without it, the Department cannot make this determination.  
 
In this case, Claimant should have, at the very least, forwarded the checking account 
information to the Department before the due date. Instead, Claimant did not send 
anything to the Department. The reasons for failing to do so are unacceptable. This 
Administrative Law Judge finds that the Department’s position to be more credible. 
Here, Claimant has failed to make a reasonable effort to provide all requested 
verifications within the required time period.  
 
Based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Administrative Law 
Judge concludes that the Department properly closed Claimant’s FAP case and that 
Claimant may reapply for FAP.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department did act 
properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
 
IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 

/s/__________________________ 
C. Adam Purnell 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
 
Date Signed:  April 12, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:   April 16, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.   
 






