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(7) On January 30, 2013, Claimant submitted the Medical Needs Form (DHS-
54a) but it was signed by the same  as the December 7, 2012 letter. 

(8) On January 31, 2013, Claimant was sent another Medical Needs Form 
(DHS-54a) and specific instructions that the form had to be completed by 
an MD, DO, FLP or PhD and that she would have to participate with 
JET/PATH until a Medical Needs Form (DHS-54a) was returned with the 
proper signature. 

(9) On February 7, 2013, Claimant had not attended JET/PATH and the 
Department had not received an acceptable Medical Needs Form (DHS-
54a) to defer Claimant. Claimant was sent a Notice of Non-Compliance 
(DHS-2444) which stated she had missed her was non-compliant on 
February 7, 2013 because she did not re-engage and begin JET/PATH 
participation again. The Notice of Non-Compliance (DHS-2444) scheduled 
a triage meeting for February 15, 2013. Claimant was also sent Notice of 
Case Action (DHS-1605) stating that the Family Independence Program 
(FIP) would be sanctioned beginning March 1, 2013. 

(10) On February 14, 2013, the Department received a fax from  
. The fax was a medical note dated February 13, 

2013 and states that Claimant’s  was in for an appointment on 
February 7, 2013 between 12:05 pm and 12:37 pm. 

(11) On February 15, 2013, Claimant did not participate in the scheduled 
meeting. The Department determined there was no good cause for 
Claimant’s failure to participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency 
related activities.  

(12) On February 20, 2013, Claimant submitted a request for hearing. 
  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Family  Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1997 AACS R 400.3101-
3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program effective 
October 1, 1996.   
 
Claimant does not dispute that she failed to meet her assigned JET/PATH participation 
requirements. Claimant does not dispute that she did not participate in the scheduled 
triage meeting. Claimant asserts she has good cause for not participating based on her 
medical condition. Claimant also asserts she had good cause for missing her 
appointment at PATH on February 7, 2013 because her  was sick. At this hearing 
Claimant submitted another Medical Needs Form (DHS-54a) which was signed by a  

 on March 26, 2013.  
 
The December 7, 2012, letter signed by  stated “This patient suffers 
from chronic back pain. She is unable to work at this time, pending further evaluation at 
the pain clinic, and physical therapy.” Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility 








