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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-
3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
The  Child  Development and Care program  is established by Titles IVA, IVE  
and XX of the Social Security Act, the Child Care and Development Block Grant of 
1990, and the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.  
The program is implemented by Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 98 
and 99.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) provides services to 
adults and children pursuant to MCL 400.14(1) and MAC R 400.5001-5015.  
Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM).  
 
Department policy provides the following guidance for case workers.  The Department's 
policies are available on the internet through the Department's website.  
 

BEM 212 FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM GROUP COMPOSITION  
 
DEPARTMENT POLICY 
Bridges will assist you in determining who must be included in the Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) group prior to evaluating the nonfinancial and 
financial eligibility of everyone in the group. 
 
FAP group composition is established by determining all of the following: 
1.Who lives together. 
2.The relationship(s) of the people who live together. 
3.Whether the people living together purchase and prepare food together 
or separately. 
4.Whether the person(s) resides in an eligible living situation; see LIVING 
SITUATIONS in this item. 
 
RELATIONSHIPS 
The relationship(s) of the people who live together affects whether they 
must be included or excluded from the group. First, determine if they must 
be included in the group. If they are not mandatory group members, then 
determine if they purchase and prepare food together or separately. 
 
Spouses 
Spouses who are legally married and live together must be in the same 
group. 
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Parents and Children 
Children include natural, step and adopted children. 
 
Parents and their children under 22 years of age who live together must 
be in the same group regardless of whether the child(ren) have their own 
spouse or child who lives with the group. 
 
LIVING WITH 
Living with means sharing a home where family members usually sleep 
and share any common living quarters such as a kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom or living room. Persons who share only an access area such as 
an entrance or hallway or non-living area such as a laundry room are not 
considered living together. 

 
BEM 205 CDC GROUP COMPOSITION 
 
DEPARTMENT POLICY 
CDC 
Group composition is the determination of which persons living together 
are included in the CDC program group. Use the definitions in this item 
to determine CDC group composition. 
 
DEFINITIONS  
Program group means those persons living together whose income 
must be counted in determining eligibility for CDC categories that 
require an income determination; see BEM 703, Eligibility Groups. 
Living together means sharing a home except for temporary 
absences. 
Temporary absence: A person’s absence is temporary if: 
• The person’s location is known. 
• The person plans to return. 
• The person lived with the group before the absence. 
A temporarily absent person is considered to be living in the home. 
 
DETERMINING THE PROGRAM GROUP  
When CDC is requested for a child, each of the following persons who 
live together must be in the program group: 
• Each child for whom care is requested. 
• Each child’s legal and/or biological parent(s) or stepparent. 
• Each child’s unmarried, under age 18, sibling(s), stepsiblings or 
half sibling(s). 
• The parent(s) or stepparent of any of the above sibling(s). 
• Any other unmarried child(ren) under age 18 whose parent, stepparent 
or legal guardian is a member of the program group. 

 






