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4. On December 26, 2012, Claimant contacted the Department and indicated she 
should be deferred until the end of December.  The Department issued a new 
DHS-4785 for a January 2, 2013, appointment. 

 
5. On January 2, 2013, Claimant appeared for the appointment and attended a 

partial day but was asked to leave due to her registration not being current. 
 
6. On January 4, 2013, a triage was held and good cause was granted and 

Claimant was instructed to return on January 7, 2013. 
 
7. On January 7, 2013, Claimant arrived late to the program and was not allowed to 

attend.  
 
8. On January 7, 2013, Claimant contacted the Department and the Department 

found no good cause.  
 
9. On February 14, 2013, Claimant met with the Department to discuss her FIP 

closure.  
 
10. On February 14, 2013, Claimant requested a hearing to protest the closure of her 

FIP case.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3101 through R 400.3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) 
program effective October 1, 1996.   
 
In the instant case, Claimant requested a hearing to protest the Department’s sanction 
of her FIP benefits beginning February 1, 2013.  Claimant failed to appear for her 
appointment for PATH on January 7, 2013.  Claimant testified she was late for the 
program which starts at 8:30 am and she arrived approximately 15-20 minutes late.  
Claimant testified she was late due to getting her children to school and walking to the 
program.  Claimant and the Department agree that Claimant called the Department on 
January 7, 2013, to report not being allowed to attend PATH activities.  The Department 
testified a triage was held at the time Claimant called on January 7, 2013.  The 
Department noted Claimant’s reason for being late and determined she did not have 
good cause for failing to meet PATH requirements. 
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