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2. On January 1, 2013, the Department   denied Claimant’s application  
 closed Claimant’s case   reduced Claimant’s benefits  

due to her income. 
 
3. On December 8, 2012, the Department sent  

 Claimant    Claimant’s Authorized Representative (AR) 
notice of the   denial.      closure.      reduction. 

 
4. On January 31, 2013, Claimant or Claimant’s AHR filed a hearing request, protesting 

the  
 denial of the application.      closure of the case.      reduction of benefits.  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 

 The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program] is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FAP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, Rule 
400.3001 through Rule 400.3015. 
 
Additionally, the Department stated in the Hearing Summary that a "mass update" 
occurred and this caused Claimant's FAP benefits to decrease.  Dept. Exh. 1, p. 1.  
However, there is no evidence to support the statement that a mass update occurred 
and that it actually affected this case.   
 
Also, at the hearing the Department could not explain the FAP net income and net 
benefit amount calculations satisfactorily.   In the FAP Net Income Test, the Department 
could not explain the $180 Medical Deduction.  In the FAP Benefit Calculation, the 
Department could not explain the amount of 30% Net Income, which was $107.   
 
The Department's Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 105, "Rights and 
Responsibilities," requires the Department to determine eligibility, provide benefits, and 
protect client rights.  Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative Manual 
(BAM) 105 (2013).  In this case there is a statement that a mass update occurred, but 
the Department failed to substantiate it.  Also, there are two discrepancies in the 
calculation of Claimant's benefit level.  
 
Based on all of the evidence in this case taken as a whole, it is found that the 
Department failed to provide benefits at a benefit level which is correct, and, the 
Department failed to protect Claimant's rights to a benefit level to which she is entitled.   
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Based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons 
stated on the record, the Administrative Law Judge concludes that the Department 
  properly   improperly 
 

 denied Claimant’s application 
 reduced Claimant’s benefits 
 closed Claimant’s case 

 
for:    AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly   did not act properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s  AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC decision 
is  AFFIRMED  REVERSED for the reasons stated on the record. 
 

 THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INITIATE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF 
MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER, THE FOLLOWING: 
 
1. Review and recalculate Claimant’s FAP benefit allotment. 
 
2. Provide retroactive and ongoing FAP benefits to Claimant at the benefit level to 

which she is entitled. 
 
3. All steps shall be taken in accordance with Department policy and procedure.  
 
 

__________________________ 
Jan Leventer 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  March 18, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:   March 18, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request. (60 days for FAP cases)  
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