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The Medical Assistance (MA) program is establis hed by the Title XIX of  the Social Security 
Act and is  implemented by Title 42 of t he Code of Federal Regula tions (CFR).  The  
Department (formerly known as the Family  Indepe ndence Agency) administers the MA 
program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.   
 
Testimony and other evidence must be weig hed and co nsidered according  to its 
reasonableness.1    Moreover, the weight and credibilit y of this evidence is generally for the 
fact-finder to determine.2  In evaluating the credibility and weight to be given the testimony of 
a witness, the fact-finder may consider the demeanor of the wi tness, the reasonablen ess of 
the witness’s testimony, and the interest, if any , the witness may have in the  outcome of the 
matter.3  
 
After reviewing the testimony provided, I find that more likely than not, the Claimant did not  
apply for Family Independence Program (FIP ) benefits on January 14, 2013.  The 
Department had no r ecord of a FI P applic ation.  And the Clai mant’s testimony was wishy-
washy at best as the Claimant could not recall the time frame of the alleged application.  The 
Claimant originally in dicated the application was in early Jan uary, December and then 
changed her mind to August of 2012.   
 
Based upon the abov e Findings of Fact and C onclusions of Law, and for the reasons stated 
on the record, I have concluded the Department  properly proces sed the Claimant’s J anuary 
14, 2013 application.    
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

I find based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons 
stated on the record, the Department did act properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s FAP and MA decision is AFFIRMED for the reasons stated on 
the record. 
 
 
 

/s/__________________________ 
Corey A. Arendt 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
 
 

Date Signed:  March 13, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:  March 13, 2013 
                                                 
1 Gardiner v Courtright, 165 Mich 54, 62; 130 NW 322 (1911); Dep't of Community Health v Risch, 274 Mich App 
365, 372; 733 NW2d 403 (2007). 
2 Dep't of Community Health, 274 Mich App at 372; People v Terry, 224 Mich App 447, 452; 569 NW2d 641 
(1997).   
3 People v Wade, 303 Mich 303 (1942), cert den, 318 US 783 (1943). 






