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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105. 
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
MA provides medical assistance to individuals and families who meet financial and 
nonfinancial eligibility factors. The goal of the MA program is to ensure that essential 
health care services are made available to those who otherwise would not have 
financial resources to purchase them. MSP is part of the MA benefit program. 
 
MSP programs offer three different degrees of assistance with payment toward a 
client’s Medicare premium and deductibles. Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB) 
coverage pays for a client’s Medicare premiums, deductibles and coinsurances. 
Specified Low Income Beneficiaries (SLMB) coverage pays for a client’s Medicare Part 
B premium. Additional Low Income Beneficiaries (ALMB) coverage pays for a client’s 
Medicare Part B premium if DHS funding is available.  
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a termination of Medicaid and MSP eligibility. 
DHS conceded that the program terminations occurred in error and that Medicaid and 
MSP was restored. DHS presented Claimant with documentary evidence confirming the 
reinstatements. Despite documentary evidence of the reinstatement, Claimant was 
dissatisfied because she received correspondence from Social Security Administration 
(SSA) indicating that her SSA income would be reduced in 3/2012 for payment of a 
Medicare premium. The correspondence cited by Claimant would appear to be 
contradictory with a reinstatement of MSP benefits. 
 
The buy-in (i.e. MSP eligibility) is usually processed at the end of the calendar month 
that a case is opened in Bridges (the DHS database). BAM 810 (10/2012), p. 7. It takes 
SSA about 120 days after that to adjust the client's RSDI check. Id. The client will 
receive a refund for premiums paid while the buy-in was being processed. Id. Based on 
the presented evidence, the delay in SSA recognition of Claimant’s MSP eligibility is 
appropriate. If Claimant is not eventually fully reimbursed for her premiums, Claimant 
may request a hearing on that issue in the future. 
 
Claimant’s dispute concerning Medicaid is unrelated to the MSP dispute. Concerning 
Medicaid, the DHS approval should have been effective immediately. Claimant 
conceded that she has not received any evidence suggesting that she is not eligible for 
Medicaid.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS properly reinstated Claimant’s MA and MSP eligibility thereby 






