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State Emergency Relief (SER) assists indivi duals an d families to resolve or prevent 
homelessness by providing money for rent, security deposits, and moving expenses. 

The SER group is homeless. The definition of homeless includes: 

 Persons living in an  emergency shelte r or motel, in HUD-fun ded transitiona l 
housing for homeless persons who originally  came from the street, in a car on 
the street or in a place unfit for human habitation and there is no hous ing they  
can return to. Groups who voluntarily le ft their home, but can return without a 
threat to their health or safety, are not homeless. 

 Persons exiting jail, prison, a juvenile fa cility, a hospital,  a medical setting, foster 
care, a substance abuse facility or a mental health treatment setting with n o plan 
or resources for housing and no housing to return to.  

 Persons who meet the elig ibility requirements for one of the following home less 
assistance programs: 

o Homeless Assistance Recovery Program (HARP). 

o Transitional Supportive Housing Leasing Assistance Program (TSHLAP). 

o Transition In Place Leasing Assistance Program (TIPLAP). 

o Rapid Re-Housing Leasing Assistance. 

o Temporary Basic Rental Assist ance (TBRA) funded by MSHDA. ERM, 
Item 303, pages 1-2. 

Department policy  dic tates that a person who is homeless may receive SER benefits. 
Department policy defines homelessness as:  

o Eviction, judgment, or court order from last residence. 

o A demand for possession non-payment of rent or notice to quit is not acceptable. 

o Group’s statement that they are living with others to escape domestic violence.  

o Group’s statement that they are sleeping in a car, or on the street and there is no 
housing they can return to. 

o Fire department report, newspaper article, etc. verifying a fire or natural disaster. 

Statement from the releasing facility for persons exiting jail, prison, a juvenile facility, a 
hospital, a medical setting, foster care, a substance abuse facility or a mental 
health treatment setting indicating there is no available housing and the person has 
no residence to return to. 

o Signed and dated statement on official letterhead of the agency or service 
provider, which identifies the persons and the homeless assistance program they 
are eligible for. 
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Potentially Homeless 

o An eviction order or court summons regarding eviction. (A demand for 
possession non-payment of rent or a notice to quit is not suffiecient). 

o Legal notice from local public agency ordering the group to vacate condemned 
housing. ERM, Item 303, pages 5-6. 

A person is consider ed homeless if they ar e living wit h someone to escape a domestic  
abuse situation. Claimant test ified on the r ecord that sh e considered herself homeless  
because she was liv ing in a domestic abuse sit uation.  However, claimant remained in 
the home with the abuser. Ther efore she is not considered hom eless according to the 
department and did not meet the standard for homelessness under t he circumstances. 
Claimant’s SER application for assistance with shelt er emergency was a ppropriately 
denied under the circumstances. 

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the r ecord, finds that the Department did proper ly 
deny claimant’s application for SER benefits under the circumstances 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
      
 
 

/s/__________________________ 
Landis Y. Lain 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  June 11, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:   June 12, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing Syst em (MAHS) may order a rehearing or  
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a par ty within 30 days  of 
the mailing date of this Dec ision and Order .  MAHS will not order a rehearing or  
reconsideration on the Department's mo tion where the final decis ion cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.   
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order  to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
mailing of the Decis ion and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehearing was made, within  
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
 
 
 
 






