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2. On February 1, 2013, the Department  
 denied Claimant’s application   closed Claimant’s case 

due to a determination that she failed to provide information regarding unearned 
income.   
 
3. On December 31, 2012, the Department sent  

 Claimant    Claimant’s Authorized Representative (AR) 
notice of the   denial.  closure. 

 
4. On January 10, 2013, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the  

 denial of the application.  closure of the case.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 

 The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, Rule 400.3101 
through Rule 400.3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.   
 

 The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program] is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FAP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, Rule 
400.3001 through Rule 400.3015. 
 
Additionally, Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 105, "Rights and Responsiblities," 
requires the Department to determine eligibility for benefits, provide benefits and protect 
client rights.  BAM 105 applies in this case.  Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM) 105 (2012).   
 
In this case the Department alleges that it requested unearned income information from 
Claimant and the Claimant did not provide the information.  In support of its assertion, 
the Department presented a printout and a screen dump which indicate that an 
Unearned Income Notice, DHS-4487, was sent to Claimant on November 26, 2012.  
Dept. Exh. 1, pp. 4-5.  The Claimant testified she did not remember receiving the 
Notice.  She brought her paystubs to the hearing as proof that she is working.  
 
At the hearing the Department failed to present the actual Unearned Income Notice that 
was sent.  The Department could not testify as to what type of unearned income 
information was requested.  The Department speculated that it must be Unemployment 
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Insurance (UI) benefits, but Claimant's UI benefits expired five months earlier, on July 7, 
2012, and the Department adjusted Claimant's FIP and FAP benefits properly at that 
time.  Therefore it would not be logical to assume that UI from five months ago would be 
the subject matter of a request for information. 
 
Applying BAM 105 to this case, it is found and determined that the Department failed to 
protect the client's rights as required.  The Department failed to identify the unearned 
income about which it sought information, and the Department failed to produce the 
Unearned Income Notice itself.   The printout and screen dump are incomplete as they 
do not contain unearned income information.  They do not establish that the Department 
in fact made the request, nor do they establish what the request was in reference to.   It 
is found and determined that the Department's termination of benefits in this case was 
an error and it did not protect the client's rights.   Accordingly, the Department must be 
reversed. 
 
 
 
Based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons 
stated on the record, the Administrative Law Judge concludes that the Department  
 

 properly denied Claimant’s application     improperly denied Claimant’s application 
 properly closed Claimant’s case               improperly closed Claimant’s case 

 
for:    AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly.   did not act properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s  AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC decision 
is  AFFIRMED  REVERSED for the reasons stated on the record. 
 

 THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INITIATE WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF 
MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER, THE FOLLOWING: 
 
      1.  Reinstate Claimant’s FIP and FAP benefits.  
 

2. Provide retroactive and ongoing FIP and FAP benefits to Claimant at the benefit 
levels to which she is entitled. 
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