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5. On 12/17/12, Claimant requesting a hearing to dispute the failure by DHS to factor 
medical expenses in the redetermination. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
administers the FAP pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and 
Michigan Administrative Code R 400.3001-3015. DHS regulations are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a FAP benefit eligibility redetermination, 
effective 12/2012. During the hearing, it was thought that the FAP benefit 
redetermination was effective 11/2012 (Claimant’s Redetermination, Exhibits 1-2). The 
Redetermination concerned a FAP benefit redetermination effective 12/2012. FAP 
benefits are affected by several factors including: household members, income, housing 
expenses, child support expenses, dependent care expenses, medical expenses and 
various DHS credits and calculations. Claimant only disputed the failure by DHS to 
budget medical expenses in the redetermination. 
 
Allowable medical expenses are limited to the following: 

• Medical and dental care including psychotherapy and rehabilitation services 
provided by a licensed practitioner authorized by State law or other qualified 
health professional. 

• Hospitalization or nursing care. Include these expenses for a person who was a 
group member immediately prior to entering a hospital or nursing home. 

• Prescription drugs and the postage for mail-ordered prescriptions. 
• Costs of medical supplies, sickroom equipment (including rental) or other 

prescribed medical equipment (excluding the cost for special diets). 
• Over-the-counter medication (including insulin) and other health-related supplies 

(bandages, sterile gauze, incontinence pads, etc.) when recommended by a 
licensed health professional. 

• Premiums for health and hospitalization policies (excluding the cost of income 
maintenance type health policies and accident policies, also known as 
assurances). If the policy covers more than one person, allow a prorated amount 
for the SDV person(s). 

• Medicare premiums. 
• Dentures, hearing aids and prosthetics including the cost of securing and 

maintaining a seeing eye or hearing dog or other assistance animal. (Animal food 
and veterinary expenses are included.) 

• Eyeglasses when prescribed by an ophthalmologist (physician-eye specialist) or 
optometrist. 

• Actual costs of transportation and lodging necessary to secure medical treatment 
or services. If actual costs cannot be determined for transportation, allow the 
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DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS improperly failed to factor Claimant’s medical expenses in a FAP 
benefit redetermination. It is ordered that DHS: 
 

(1) recalculate Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility, effective 12/2012, subject to the 
finding that Claimant verified $108.99/month in medical expenses over the period 
of 9/2012-11/2012, based on the list expenses within this administrative decision; 

(2) factor the above medical expenses over Claimant’s entire FAP benefit period; 
and 

(3) supplement Claimant for any FAP benefits not previously issued after the above 
medical expenses are factored. 

 
The actions taken by DHS are REVERSED. 
 

__________________________ 
Christian Gardocki 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  2/28/2013 
 
Date Mailed:   2/28/2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.  (60 days for FAP cases) 
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within 
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
 
Claimant may request a rehearing or reconsideration for the following reasons: 
 

• A rehearing MAY be granted if there is newly discovered evidence that could affect the outcome 
of the original hearing decision. 

• A reconsideration MAY be granted for any of the following reasons: 
 

 misapplication of manual policy or law in the hearing decision,  
 typographical errors, mathematical error, or other obvious errors in the hearing decision that 

effect the substantial rights of the claimant: 
 the failure of the ALJ to address other relevant issues in the hearing decision. 

 
 
 
 






