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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 
400.105.   
 
To meet a deductible, an MA client must report and verify allowable medical expenses 
that equal or exceed the deductible amount for the calendar month being tested by the 
last day of the third month following the month in which client wants MA coverage.  BEM 
545 (July 1, 2011), p 9.  If a group has not met its deductible in at least one of the three 
calendar months before that month and none of the members are QMB, SLM or ALM 
eligible, the Department will close the MA case.  BEM 545, p 9. 
 
In this case, Claimant received ongoing MA coverage with a monthly deductible.  On 
October 22, 2012, the Department sent Claimant a Notice of Case Action notifying her 
that it was closing her MA case effective December 1, 2012, because the deductible 
had not been met in at least one of the last three months.  The Department testified that 
neither Claimant nor her medical providers had submitted bills for medical expenses for 
September 2012, October 2012 or November 2012.  Claimant acknowledged that she 
had not submitted any bills for medical expenses during those months.  Under these 
facts, the Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it closed 
Claimant’s MA case effective December 1, 2012.   
 
At the hearing, evidence was presented that Claimant had reapplied for MA coverage in 
March 2013 and submitted medical expenses.  Claimant was advised to request a 
hearing if she had any concerns regarding the Department’s actions concerning that 
application.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it closed Claimant's MA case on the basis that 
Claimant had failed to meet her deductible for any of the three months prior to the case 
closure.   
 
 
 
 






