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5. On September 24, 2012, the Department notified the Claimant that it 
would close her Medical Assistance (MA) and Food Assistance Program 
(FAP) benefits for failure to provide information necessary to determine 
her eligibility to receive benefits. 

6. On October 4, 2012, the Office of Inspector General drafted the findings of 
an investigation into the composition of the Claimant’s household 
members in a report, which was based on interviews with the Claimant, 
the Claimant’s ex-  and  of the Claimant. 

7. On October 5, 2012, the Department sent the Claimant a Verification 
Checklist (DHS-3503) with a due date of September 20, 2012.  The 
Department requested verification of assets and the income of the 
Claimant’s ex-  

8. On October 17, 2012, the Department notified the Claimant that it would 
close her Food Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance (MA) 
benefits for failure to provide information necessary to determine her 
eligibility to receive benefits. 

9. On October 25, 2012, the Department received the Claimant’s application 
for Food Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance (MA) 
benefits. 

10. On November 2, 2012, the Department sent the Claimant a Verification 
Checklist (DHS-3503) with a due date of November 13, 2012.  The 
Department requested verification of income received by the Claimant’s 
ex-  

11. On November 7, 2012, the Department received verification of 
employment for the Claimant’s -husband. 

12. On November 14, 2012, the Department notified the Claimant that it had 
denied her request for Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits and 
approved her application for Medical Assistance (MA) with a deductible for 
certain group members. 

13. The Claimant provided a document signed by her landlord that indicates 
that the Claimant's ex-  is not a tenant of the Claimant’s home. 

14. The Claimant’s ex-  uses the Claimant’s address as a mailing 
address. 

15. The Department received the Claimant’s request for a hearing on 
November 30, 2012, protesting the Department’s determination of her 
eligibility for Food Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance 
(MA) benefits. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp program, is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or Department), administers the FAP program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015.  Department policies are 
found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), 
Reference Table Manual (RFT), and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM). 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or Department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), 
Reference Table Manual (RFT), and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM). 

The regulations governing the hearing and appeal process for applicants and recipients 
of public assistance in Michigan are found in the Michigan Administrative Code, 1999 
AC, R 400.901 through Rule 400.951.  An opportunity for a hearing shall be granted to 
an applicant who requests a hearing because a claim for assistance is denied or is not 
acted upon with reasonable promptness, and to any recipient who is aggrieved by a 
Department action resulting in suspension, reduction, discontinuance, or termination of 
assistance.  Rule 400.903(1).  A request for hearing shall be in writing and signed by 
the claimant, petitioner, or authorized representative.  Rule 400.904(1). 

The Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 600, p. 4, provides in relevant part as follows: 

The client or authorized hearing representative has 90 
calendar days from the date of the written notice of case 
action to request a hearing. The request must be received 
anywhere in DHS within the 90 days. 

In this case, the Department issued a Notice of Case Action on September 24, 2012, 
October 5, 2012, and November 14, 2012.  The Department received a request for a 
hearing on November 30, 2012, and the Claimant indicated that she requested a 
hearing for case denial.  This Administrative Law Judge finds that the actions taken by 
the Department described in each of these three Notice of Case Action forms falls within 
the jurisdiction of the Michigan Administrative Hearing System, and that the November 
30, 2012, request for a hearing is timely for actions take during this period. 

While determining the Claimant’s eligibility for Medical Assistance (MA) and the Food 
Assistance Program (FAP), the Department has had reason to believe that the 
Claimant’s ex-  resides in her household and is a mandatory member of her 
benefit group.  The Department has requested verification of income received by the 
Claimant’s ex-husband, and denied benefits based on its determination that the 

 is a mandatory group member. 
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information necessary to determine her eligibility.  Therefore, this Administrative Law 
Judge finds that the Department failed to properly determine the Claimant’s eligibility for 
Food Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance (MA). 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides that the Department failed to establish that it properly determined the 
composition of the Claimant’s benefit group when it determined her eligibility for Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance (MA) benefits. 

Accordingly, the Department’s Food Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance 
(MA) decision is REVERSED. 

1. Initiate a determination of the Claimant’s eligibility for Medical Assistance 
(MA) and the Food Assistance Program (FAP) as of November 1, 2012. 

2. Provide the Claimant with a Notice of Case Action (DHS-1605) describing 
the Department’s revised eligibility determination. 

3. Issue the Claimant any retroactive benefits she may be eligible to receive, 
if any.  

 
 /s/      

 Kevin Scully 
 Administrative Law Judge 

 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
 
Date Signed:  January 25, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:  January 25, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.  (60 days for FAP cases) 
 
The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within 
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
 
 
 






