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Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
  
Department policy states that SSI is a cash benefit to needy persons who are aged (at  
least 65), blind or disabled.  It is a federal program administered by the SSA.  States are 
allowed the option to s upplement the federal benefit with state funds.  In Michigan, SSI  
benefits include a basic federal benefit and an additi onal amount paid wit h State funds.  
The amount of the state benef it varies by  liv ing arrangement.  Payment levels  are 
determined using Reference Table (RFT) 248.  BEM 660.   
 
The Depar tment does not leave the determinat ion of living ar rangements up to the 
Federal Government.  Rather , the Department leaves the administration of  
mandatory supplements for mandatory SSI recipients  for all living arrangements up to 
the Federal Government.  BEM 660. 
 
In this case, the Claimant’s representative indicated he and the Claimant were married 
and living together but that the Claimant was the only person receiving SSI payments in 
the household.  Bas ed upon my interpretati on of the RFT 248 (State SSI Payment  
level), the Independent Living/Couple line is the payment level line that is referenced for  
parties matching the Claimant’s  situation.  Therefore, based upon RFT  248, the State 
SSI payment for an independent living couple is $ each month ($ a quarter).   
 
Consequently, I find the Depar tment properly determined the Cl aimant’s quarterly State 
SSI payment.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
I find, based upon the abov e findings  of fact  and conclusions of law, that the 
Department properly determined the Claimant’s quarterly State SSI Payment. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s action is AFFIRMED.   
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