


201313507/CG 

2 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
administers the FAP pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and 
Michigan Administrative Code R 400.3001-3015. DHS regulations are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Reference Tables Manual (RFT). Updates to DHS regulations are found in the Bridges 
Policy Bulletin (BPB). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a FAP benefit application denial. It was not 
disputed that the basis for the denial was excess assets. 
 
Assets must be considered in determining eligibility for FAP benefits. BEM 400 at 1. The 
asset limit for FAP benefits is $5,000 or less. Id. at 4.  
 
It was not disputed that Claimant’s spouse received approximately $10,000 in lottery 
winnings in 10/2010. DHS processed Claimant’s application dated 10/1/12 based on the 
assumption that Claimant and/or her spouse still had the winnings; the DHS assumption 
was baseless. DHS would have no reason to base a client’s benefit eligibility on two-
year old asset information. The denial of Claimant’s application was improper.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS improperly denied Claimant’s application for FAP benefits. It is 
ordered that DHS: 
 

(1) reinstate Claimant’s FAP benefit application dated 10/1/12; 
(2) process Claimant’s application subject to the finding that Claimant’s assets from 

2010 are irrelevant to the processing of the application; and 
(3) supplement Claimant for any FAP benefits not issued as a result of the DHS 

error. 
 

The actions taken by DHS are REVERSED. 
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