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2. On November 1, 2012, the Department  
 denied Claimant’s application   closed Claimant’s case 

due to a determination that Claimant did not provide adequate income 
documentation.   
 
3. On November 8, 2012, the Department sent  

 Claimant    Claimant’s Authorized Representative (AR) 
notice of the   denial.  closure. 

 
4. On November 17, 2012, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the  

 denial of the application.  closure of the case.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 

 The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program] is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FAP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, Rule 
400.3001 through Rule 400.3015. 
 

 The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 
400.105.   
 

 The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program, which provides financial assistance 
for disabled persons, is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human 
Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the SDA 
program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 2000 AACS, Rule 400.3151 through 
Rule 400.3180.   
 
Additionally, the following findings of fact and conclusion of law are entered in this case.  
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 400, "Assets," requires the Department to consider the 
customer's financial assets when determining eligibility for benefits and the benefit level 
to be awarded.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 400 
(2012).  This policy is applicable to this case.   The Claimant has two joint checking 
accounts  at Chase Bank.  Dept. Exh. 1, p. 19.   
 
The Claimant in this case submitted page 2 of a four-page bank statement.  The 
statement indicates there are two joint accounts, both in the names of Claimant and her 
ex-husband.  Considering this document, it is impossible to determine whose income is 
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