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6. On 11/8/12, DHS determined that Claimant was ineligible for FAP benefits effective 
12/2012, in part, based on a monthly SSI of $712 and monthly rent of $469. 

 
7. On 11/20/12, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute the FAP benefit 

redetermination. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
administers the FAP pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and 
Michigan Administrative Code R 400.3001-3015. DHS regulations are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Reference Tables Manual (RFT).  
 
The present case concerns a FAP benefit eligibility determination effective 12/2012. The 
determination was prompted by Claimant’s newly started employment income. Claimant 
did not raise any objections to how DHS determined Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility for 
12/2012; however, Claimant stated that her employment income caused a decrease in 
SSI and an increase in rent effective 1/2013. Claimant’s statement implied that DHS 
could have found her eligible for FAP benefits in 1/2013 if DHS hadn’t closed her case 
in 12/2012. 
 
Clients must report changes in circumstance that potentially affect eligibility or benefit 
amount. BAM 105 (9/2012), p. 5. Income changes must be reported within 10 days of 
receiving the first payment reflecting the change. Id. Other changes (e.g. household 
members) must be reported within 10 days after the client is aware of them. Id. 
 
Timely notice is given for a negative action unless policy specifies adequate notice or no 
notice. BAM 220 at 4. A timely notice is mailed at least 11 days before the intended 
negative action takes effect. The action is pended to provide the client a chance to react 
to the proposed action. Id. Bridges automatically calculates the negative action date. Id. 
at 9. The negative action date on Bridges is the day after the timely hearing request 
date on the Bridges notice of case action. Id.  
 
It is known that DHS took action on Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility on 11/8/12. The 
effective date of the closure would have been 11/20/12. Claimant conceded that it was 
not until 12/2012 when she knew how much her SSI and rent would be affected by her 
employment income. By the time Claimant knew how much her child’s SSI decreased 
and that her rent increased, Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility ended. At that point, the 
proper remedy for Claimant would have been to reapply for FAP benefits. Based on the 
presented evidence, it is found that DHS properly terminated Claimant’s FAP benefit 
eligibility effective 12/2012. 
 
 






