


2013-1012/ACE 

2. On October 1, 2012, the Department   denied Claimant’s application  
 closed Claimant’s case   reduced Claimant’s benefits  

due to a decrease in medical expenses. 
 
3. On September 8, 2012, the Department sent  

 Claimant    Claimant’s Authorized Representative (AR) 
notice of the   denial.      closure.      reduction. 

 
4. On September 21, 2012, Claimant or Claimant ’s AHR filed a hearing request, 

protesting the  
 denial of the application.      closure of the case.      reduction of benefits.  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Service s Bridges  
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Department  of Human Services Bridges Elig ibility 
Manual (BEM), and the Departm ent of H uman Services Reference Tables Manual  
(RFT).   
 

 The Adult Medical Program (AMP) is established by 42 USC 1315, and is  
administered by the Department pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq.   
 

 The Family Independence Program (FIP) wa s established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and W ork Opportunity Reconc iliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193,  
42 USC 601, et seq .  The Department (formerly k nown as the Family Independence  
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq. , and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3101 t hrough R 400.3131.  FI P replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) 
program effective October 1, 1996.   
 

 The Food Assistanc e Program (FAP) [fo rmerly known as the Food Sta mp (FS) 
program] is establis hed by  the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is  
implemented by the federal r egulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independenc e 
Agency) administers FAP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq ., and Mich Admin Code, R  
400.3001 through R 400.3015. 
 

 The Medical Ass istance (MA) program is es tablished by the Title XIX of the Soc ial 
Security Act and is im plemented by Title 42 of  the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).   
The Department (formerly known as the F amily Independence Agency)  administers the 
MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.   
 

 The State Disabilit y Assistance (SDA) progr am, which provides financial ass istance 
for disabled persons, is establis hed by 2004 PA 344.  The Department (formerly known 
as the F amily Independence Agency) admini sters the SDA program pursuant to M CL 
400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151 through R 400.3180.   
 

2 



2013-1012/ACE 

 The Child Development and Care  (CDC) program is establis hed by Titles IVA, IVE 
and XX of  the Soc ial Security Act, the Ch ild Care and Developm ent Block Grant of 
1990, and the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.  
The program is implemented by  Title 45 of  the Code of F ederal Regulations, Parts 98 
and 99.  T he Department provides servic es to adult s and children pursuant to MCL 
400.14(1) and Mich Admin Code, R 400.5001 through R 400.5015.   
 
Additionally, effective October 1, 2012, the Department reduced Claimant' s monthly 
FAP allotment from $460 to $309.  The Department explained th at the reduction was  
due to a decrease in the amount of verified medical expenses s ubmitted by Claimant.  
Claimant and his wife are Se nior/Disabled/Veteran (SDV) me mbers of their F AP group 
and are therefore eligible for a deduction in their FAP budget for medical expenses they 
incur in excess of $35.  BEM 554 (October 1, 2012), pp 1, 6-9.   
 
At the hearing, Claimant ve rified that (i) he receiv ed gross monthly Retirement, 
Survivors, and Disability Insurance (RSDI) benefits of  899; (ii) hi s wife received gros s 
monthly RSDI benefit s of $955;  (iii) his FAP group was co mposed of three members;  
(iv) his monthly housing expens es total ed $848.56; and (iv) he had not verified an y 
monthly medical expenses in excess of $275.   
 
Based on the foregoing figures (and the $148 standard deduction and $5 75 heat and 
utility deduction available to Claimant), a revi ew of Cla imant's FAP budget shows that  
the Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it concluded that  
Claimant was entitled to  $309 per month in F AP benefits effective October 1, 2012.   
BEM 550 (February 1, 2012); BEM 556 (October  1, 2011); RFT 255 (October 1, 2012), 
p 1; RFT 260 (October 1, 2011), p 7.    
 
Based upon the abov e Findings of Fact and Conclus ions of Law, and for the reasons  
stated on the record, the Administrative La w Judge concludes t hat, due to excess 
income, the Department   properly   improperly 
 

 denied Claimant’s application 
 reduced Claimant’s benefits 
 closed Claimant’s case 

 
for:    AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly   did not act properly. 
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