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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Family Independence  Program (FIP) was established  pursuant to  the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation  Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in  the Bridges Administrative  
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference 
Manual (PRM). 
 
In this case the Department asserts that when the Verification of Student Information 
(DHS-3380) Form was not returned for  year old   was referred to 
JET and then automatically sent the Notice of Non-Compliance (DHS-2444) when she 
did not attend JET. The Department asserts that any action on Claimant’s Family 
Independence Program (FIP) would be closure for failure to provide the required 
student verification. 
 
Regardless of what any participants at this hearing think, the BRIDGES program has 
issued a Notice of Case Action (DHS-1605) stating Claimant’s Family Independence 
Program (FIP) will be sanctioned for failure to participate in employment and/or self-
sufficiency related activities. That notice defines the issue for this hearing. The evidence 
in this record is insufficient to show that closing Claimant’s Family Independence 
Program (FIP) for failure to participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency related 
activities is a correct action.       
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides the Department of Human Services DID NOYT properly close 
Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP) on September 1, 2012 for failure to 
participate in employment and/or self-sufficiency related activities. 
 
It is ORDERED that the actions of the Department of Human Services, in this matter, 
are REVERSED. 
 
It is further ORDERED that Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP) case be 
processed in accordance with Department policy from August 15, 2012 forward.        

      
 

 /s/      
      Gary F. Heisler 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
Date Signed:  4/1/13 
 
Date Mailed:  4/2/13 






