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HEARING DECISION

This matter is before the under signed Administrative Law J udge by authority of
MCL 400. 9 and MCL 400.37. Claimant's request for a hearingwasr eceived on
November 23, 2011. After due notice, a telephone hearing was held on  Thursday,
January 5, 2012.

ISSUE

Whether the Department of Human Serv  ices (Department) properly det ermined the
Claimant’s Family Independenc e Program (FIP) and Food Assist ance Program (FAP)
eligibility?

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the com petent, material and substantial
evidence on the whole record, finds as material fact:

1. The Claimant was an ongoing Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food
Assistance Program (FAP) recipient.

2. On October 27, 2011, the Department received verification that a member of the
Claimant’s benefit group started new employment.

3. On October 27, 2011, the Department notified the Claimant that it would reduce
her Family Independence Progr am (FIP) and Food Assistance Program (FAP)
benefits as of December 1, 2011.

4. On November 18, 2011, the Departm ent received verification that earned
income received by the Claimant’s benefit group would be reduced.

5. On November 18, 2011, the Department notified t he Claimant that her Food
Assistance Program (FAP) benefits would increase as of December 1, 2011.
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6. The Claim ant’s benefit group received earned income inthe  gross monthly
amount of- or November of 2011.

7. The Department received t he Claim ant's request for a hearing on
November 23, 2011, protesting the re duction of her Fa mily Indepen dence
Program (FIP) and Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was  established pursuant to the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconc iliation Act of 1996, P ublic Law 104-193, 8
USC 601, etseq. The Department of Human Services ( DHS or Department)
administers the FIP program pursuantto MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131. The FIP program replaced the Ai d to Dependent Children (ADC) program
effective October 1, 1996. De partment policies are found in the Bridges Administrative
Manual (BAM), the Bridges Elig ibility Manual (BEM), Refe rence Table Manual (RF T),
and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerl y known as the Food Stamp program), is
established by the Food Stam p Act of 1977, as amended, and is implem ented by the
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Feder al Regulations (CFR). The
Department of Human Services (DHS or Department), administers the FAP program
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-3015. Department policies are
found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM),
Reference Table Manual (RFT), and the Bridges Reference Manual (BRM).

All earned and unearned income available to the Claimant is countable. Earned income
means income received from another person or organization or from self-employment
for duties that were performed for compensa tion or profit. Unearned incom e means all
income that is not earned, including but not limited to funds received from the Family
Independence Program (FIP), S tate Disability Assistance (SDA), Child Dev elopment
and Care (CDC), Medicaid ( MA), Social Se curity Benefits (RSDI/SSI), Veterans
Administration (VA), Unemploy ment Com pensation Benefits (UCB ), Adult Medical
Program (AMA), alimony, and ¢ hild support payments. The amount counted may be
more than the client actually receives becau se the gross amount is used prior to any
deductions. BEM 500.

The Department is required to verify income that decreases or stops when determining
eligibility for the Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food Assistanc e Program
(FAP) program. BEM 501.

The Claim ant was an ongoing Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food
Assistance Program (FAP) recipient. On October 27, 2011, the Department received
verification that a member of t he Claimant's group started new employ ment.

On October 27, 2011, the Depar tment notified the Claimant that it would reduce her
Family Independence Program (FIP) and F ood Assistance Program (FAP) benefits as
of December 1, 2011, due to increased earned income.
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On November 18, 2011, the Department received verification that earned incom e
received by the Claimant’'s benefit group would be reduced. On Novem ber 18, 2011,
the Department notified the Claimant that her Food As sistance Program (FAP) benefits
would increase as of December 1, 2011.

The Claimant’s benefit group received earned income in t he gross monthly amount of
for November of 2011. The income |lim it to be eligible for regular Family
ndependence Program (FIP) benefit s is - RFT 210. Benefit groups that become
ineligible f or Family Independence Progr am (FIP) due to new earned employment
remain eligible for Extended Family Independence Program (FIP) benefits. BEM 519.

Based on the evidence and testimony available during the hearing, the Department has
established that it properly determined the Claimant’s eligibility for the Food Assistance
Program (FAP) and Family In dependence Program (FIP) progr ams, and properly re-
determined the Claimant's eligibility for these programs as she provided the Department
with information that affected her eligibility to receive benéefits.

DECISION AND ORDER

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon t he above findings of fact and conclusion s
of law, decides that the D epartment acted in accordance with policy in determining the
Claimant’s Family Independenc e Program (FIP) and Food Assist ance Program (FAP)
eligibility.

The Department’s Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food Assistance Program
(FAP) eligibility determination is AFFIRMED. Itis SO ORDERED.

Is/

Kevin Scully
Administrative Law Judge

for Maura D. Corrigan, Director

Department of Human Services

Date Signed: January 12, 2012

Date Mailed: January 13, 2012
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NOTICE: Administrative Hearings may or der a rehearing or reconsideration on either
its own motion or att he request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this
Decision and Order. Administrative Hear ings will not orde r a rehearing or
reconsideration on the Department's mo  tion where the final decis  ion cannot be
implemented within 60 days of the filing of the original request.

The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the
receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a ti mely request for rehea ring was made, within
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision.
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