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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 through R 
400.3015. Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual 
(BAM) and the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM).  
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a FAP benefit determination effective 9/2012. 
DHS stated that Claimant’s FAP benefits were decreased due to a DHS failure to 
recognize a previous increase in Claimant’s income. Claimant’s AHR did not object to 
the entire FAP benefit determination. The AHR only objected to the failure by DHS to 
recognize numerous medical expenses incurred by Claimant. 
 
Clients must report changes in circumstance that potentially affect eligibility or benefit 
amount. BAM 105 (9/2012), p. 7. In the present case, it was not disputed that Claimant 
and/or the AHR failed to report various unidentified medical expenses on the Mid-
Certification Contact Notice. It was not disputed that DHS did not factor the unreported 
medical expenses into the FAP benefit redetermination. DHS cannot be faulted for 
failing to factor unreported medical expenses. It is found that DHS properly did not 
factor unreported medical expenses in Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility effective 
9/2012. Claimant’s AHR was advised any medical expenses can be reported to DHS for 
consideration in future benefit months.  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS properly excluded Claimant’s unreported medical expenses in the 
FAP benefit determination effective 9/2012. The actions taken by DHS are AFFIRMED. 
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NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 






