


201269406/CG 

2 

5. On 7/30/12, DHS denied Claimant’s application for failing to have any group 
members because Claimant was disqualified for having two drug-related felony 
convictions after 8/22/96. 

 
6. On 8/7/12, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute the denial. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (formerly known as the Food Stamp Program) is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). DHS 
administers the FAP pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws 400.10, et seq., and 
Michigan Administrative Code R 400.3001-3015. DHS regulations are found in the 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Reference Tables Manual (RFT).  
 
DHS policies consider a person’s criminal history in determining FAP benefit eligibility. 
For FAP benefits, an individual convicted of a felony for the use, possession, or distribu-
tion of controlled substances two or more times will be permanently disqualified if both 
offenses occurred after August 22, 1996. BEM 203 (10/2011), p. 2. 
 
Claimant conceded that he reported to DHS that he was convicted on two prior 
occasions for drug-related offenses. Claimant conceded that he was convicted of a 
felony in 2012 but gave clarifying testimony that he voluntarily went to drug treatment in 
2009, without being convicted of a felony.  
 
It is plausible that Claimant honestly reported an inaccurate criminal history to DHS and 
that Claimant only has one prior drug-related felony conviction. DHS presented no 
evidence to establish that Claimant had two prior drug-related felony convictions. If the 
issue in the present case were framed as whether Claimant had two prior drug-related 
felonies, it could very reasonably be found that DHS failed to verify that Claimant should 
be disqualified from receiving FAP benefits for having two prior convictions.  
 
Verification is not required when the client is clearly ineligible. BAM 130 (5/2012), p. 1. 
DHS should not be required to verify a FAP benefit eligibility factor when a client 
concedes the issue. In the present case, Claimant conceded that he had two prior drug-
related felonies. DHS provided Claimant with an opportunity to clarify the apparent 
written concession and Claimant confirmed his written statements as accurate. DHS 
cannot be faulted for accepting Claimant at his word. It is found that DHS properly 
denied Claimant’s FAP benefit application based on Claimant’s statements that he had 
two prior drug-related felony convictions. 
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