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or to adapt their programs to t he special needs of particular 
areas or groups of recipients.  Waivers allow exce ptions to 
State plan requirements and pe rmit a State to implement  
innovative programs or activities on a time-limited basis , and 
subject to specific saf eguards for the protection of rec ipients 
and the program.  Detailed rules  for waivers are set forth in 
subpart B of part 431, subpart A of part 440 and subpart G of 
part 441 of this chapter.  [42 CFR 430.25(b)]. 

 
The policy regarding enrollment in the MI Choic e Waiver program is contained in the 
Medicaid Provider Manual, MI Choice Waiver, October 1, 2012, which provides in part: 

 
SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
MI Choice is a waiver  program o perated by the Michigan Department of 
Community Hea lth ( MDCH) to  deliver h ome and  community-based 
services to elderly persons and persons with physical dis abilities who 
meet the Michigan nursing facility leve l of care criteria that supports  
required long-term care (as opposed to rehabilitative or limited term stay) 
provided in  a nursin g facility. Th e wa iver is  approved by the Ce nters for 
Medicare and Medicaid Service (CMS) under section 1915(c) of the Social 
Security Act. MDCH carries out its waiver obligations through a network of 
enrolled providers that operate as organized health care delivery systems 
(OHCDS). These e ntities are  co mmonly referred to as  waiv er ag encies. 
MDCH and its waiver agencies must abide by the terms and conditions set 
forth in the waiver.  
 
MI Choice services are available to qualified partici pants throughout the 
state and all provis ions of the program are ava ilable to each qualified 
participant unless otherwise noted in this policy and approved by CMS.  
(p. 1).   
 

* * * 
 

SECTION 2 - ELIGIBILITY  
The MI Choice program is  available to pers ons 18 years of age or older  
who meet each of three eligibility criteria:  
 

 An applicant must establis h his/her financial eligibility for Medicaid 
services as described in the F inancial Eligibility subsection of t his 
chapter.  

 
 The applicant must meet functional  eligibility requi rements through 

the online version of the Michigan Medicaid Nursing Facility Level 
of Care Determination (LOCD).  
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 It must be established that the a pplicant needs at leas t one waiv er 
service and that the service needs  of the applicant c annot be fully  
met by existing State Plan or other services.  

 
All criteria must be met in order to es tablish eligibility for the MI Cho ice 
program. MI Choice participants must continue to meet these eligibility 
requirements on an ongoing bas is to re main enrolled in the program.  (p. 
1). 
 

* * * 
 
2.2. FUNCTIONAL ELIGIBILITY  
 
The MI Choice waiver agency must verify applic ant appropriateness for 
services by completing the online ve rsion of the Michigan Medica id 
Nursing F acility Lev el of Care Dete rmination (LOCD) within 14 c alendar 
days after the date of participant’s enrollment. Refer to the Directory  
Appendix for website information. The LOCD is discussed in the Michigan 
Medicaid Nursing F acility Level of Ca re Determination subsection of this  
chapter. Additional information c an be f ound in t he Nursing Facility  
Coverages Chapter and is applicable  to MI Choic e applicants and 
participants.   (p. 1).   

 
* * * 

 
2.2.A. MIC HIGAN MEDI CAID NURSING FACILI TY LEVEL O F CARE 
DETERMINATION 
 
MI Choice applicants are evaluated for functional eligibility via the 
Michigan Medicaid Nursing F acility Level of Care Determination. The 
LOCD is  available online through Mi chigan’s Single Sign-on System. 
Refer to the Directory A ppendix for website informa tion. Applicants must 
qualify for functional eligibility through one of seven doors.  
These doors are: 
 

 Door 1: Activities of Daily Living Dependency  
 

 Door 2: Cognitive Performance  
 

 Door 3: Physician Involvement  
 

 Door 4: Treatments and Conditions  
 

 Door 5: Skilled Rehabilitation Therapies  
 

 Door 6: Behavioral Challenges  










