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Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Program Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and 
the Program Reference Manual (PRM).   
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program which provides financial assistance for 
disabled persons is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Services 
(DHS or department) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., 
and MAC R 400.3151-400.3180.  Department policies are found in the Program 
Administrative Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program 
Reference Manual (PRM).   
 

Statutory authority for the SDA program states in part: 
   

(b) A person with a physical or mental impairment which 
meets federal SSI disability standards, except that the 
minimum duration of the disability shall be 90 days.  
Substance abuse alone is not defined as a basis for 
eligibility. 

 
In order to receive MA benefits based upon disability or blindness, claimant must be 
disabled or blind as defined in Title XVI of the Social Security Act (20 CFR 416.901).  
DHS, being authorized to make such disability determinations, utilizes the SSI definition 
of disability when making medical decisions on MA applications.  MA-P (disability), also 
is known as Medicaid, which is a program designated to help public assistance 
claimants pay their medical expenses. Michigan administers the federal Medicaid 
program. In assessing eligibility, Michigan utilizes the federal regulations.  
 
Prior to any substantive review, jurisdiction is paramount.  Applicable to the case herein, 
federal regulations state that the department is to allow an applicant a reasonable time, 
not to exceed 90 days from the date of Notice of Action to request a hearing.  42 CFR 
431.221.   
 
This federal requirement is reflected in DHS policy found in BAM Item 600 – the client 
has  from the date of the written notice of case action to request a hearing. 
 
This requirement is also found in the DHS rules – MAC R 400.902 and 400.904(4). 
 
In this case, unrefuted evidence on the record is that claimant’s hearing request came in 

 from the date of notice.  These facts were not refuted at the administrative 
hearing.  Under the above sited authority, there is no jurisdiction to proceed with a 
substantive review and thus, the department’s actions are upheld. 
 
 
 
 






