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and services described in section 1905(a)(2)(C)) as may be 
necessary for a State – 
 
(1) to implement a primary care case-management system 

or a specialty physician services arrangement, which 
restricts the provider from (or through) whom an 
individual (eligible for medical assistance under this title) 
can obtain medical care services (other than in 
emergency circumstances), if such restriction does not 
substantially impair access to such services of adequate 
quality where medically necessary. 

 
Under approval from the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the 
Department of Community Health (MDCH) presently operates a Section 1915(b) 
Medicaid waiver referred to as the managed specialty supports and services waiver.  A 
prepaid inpatient health plan (PIHP) contracts (Contract) with MDCH to provide services 
under this waiver, as well as other covered services offered under the state Medicaid 
plan. 
 
Pursuant to the Section 1915(b) waiver, Medicaid state plan services, including 
substance abuse rehabilitative services, may be provided by the PIHP to beneficiaries 
who meet applicable coverage or eligibility criteria.  Contract FY 2009, Part II, Section 
2.1.1, p 27.  Specific service and support definitions included under and associated with 
state plan responsibilities are set forth in the Mental Health/Substance Abuse Chapter 
of the Medicaid Provider Manual (MPM).  Contract FY 2009, Part II, Section 2.1.1, p 27. 
 
Pursuant to the MPM, eligible opiate-dependent patients may be provided therapy using 
methadone or as an adjunct to other therapy:   
 

12.2 OFFICE OF PH ARMACOLOGICAL AND 
ALTERNATIVE THE RAPIES/CENTER F OR SUBS TANCE 
ABUSE TREAT MENT (OPA T/CSAT) AP PROVED 
PHARMACOLOGICAL SUPPORTS 
 
Covered services for Methadone and pharmacological 
supports and laboratory services, as required by 
OPAT/CSAT regulations and the Administrative Rules for 
Substance Abuse Service Programs in Michigan, include: 
 

▪ Methadone medication 
 
▪ Nursing services 
 
▪ Physical examination 
 
▪ Physician encounters (monthly) 
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▪ Laboratory tests 
 
▪ TB skin test (as ordered by physician) 

 
Opiate-dependent beneficiaries may be provided 
chemotherapy using methadone as an adjunct to therapy. 
Provision of such services must meet the following criteria: 
 

▪ Services must be provided under the 
supervision of a physician licensed to practice 
medicine in Michigan. 

 
▪ The physician must be licensed to prescribe 

controlled substances, as well as licensed to 
work at a methadone program. 

 
▪ The methadone component of the substance 

abuse treatment program must be licensed as 
such by the state and be certified by the 
OPAT/CSAT and licensed by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA). 

 
▪ Methadone must be administered by an 

MD/DO, physician’s assistant, nurse 
practitioner, registered nurse, licensed practical 
nurse, or pharmacist. 

 
▪ MDCH Enrollment Criteria for Methadone 

Maintenance and Detoxification Program 
(attached to the MDCH/PIHP contract) must be 
followed.  [MPM, Mental Health/Substance 
Abuse Chapter, April 1, 2012 version, pages 
67-68.] 

 
Moreover, with respect to the authorization and termination of such services, the MPM 
also provides: 
 

12.1.C. ADMISSION CRITERIA 
 
Outpatient services should be authorized based on the 
number of hours and/or types of services that are medically 
necessary. Reauthorization or continued treatment should 
take place when it has been demonstrated that the 
beneficiary is benefiting from treatment but additional 
covered services are needed for the beneficiary to be able to 
sustain recovery independently. 
 








