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Subsection 1915(b) of the SSA provides, in relevant part: 

 
The Secret ary, to the extent he  finds it to be cost-effective 
and efficient and not  incons istent with the purposes of this 
title, may waive suc h requirem ents of section 190 2 (other 
than subsection(s) 1902( a)(15), 1902(bb), and 
1902(a)(10)(A) insofar as it requ ires provision of the car e 
and services described in sect ion 1905(a)(2)(C)) as may be 
necessary for a State – 
 
(1) to implement a primary care cas e-management syste m 

or a specialty physic ian servic es arrangement, whic h 
restricts the provider fr om (or through) whom an 
individual (eligible for medical assistance under this title)  
can obtain medical care services (other than in 
emergency circumstances), if such restriction does not 
substantially impair ac cess to such services  of adequate 
quality where medically necessary. 

 
Under approval from the Center for Medica re and Medicaid Services (CMS), the 
Department (MDCH) presently o perates a Section 19 15(b) Medicaid wa iver referred to 
as the managed specialty supports and services waiver.  A prepaid inpatient health plan 
(PIHP) contracts (Contract) with MDCH to provide services under this waiver, as well as 
other covered services offered under the state Medicaid plan. 
 
Pursuant to the Sec tion 1915(b) waiv er, M edicaid state plan services , including  
substance abuse rehabilitative services, may be provided by the PIHP  to beneficiaries  
who meet applicable coverage or  eligibility criteria.  Contract FY 2009, Part II, Section 
2.1.1, p 27.  Specific service and support definitions included under and associated with 
state plan responsibilities are set forth in the Mental Health/Subst ance Abuse Chapter 
of the Medicaid Provider Manual (MPM).  Contract FY 2009, Part II, Section 2.1.1, p 27. 
 
Medicaid-covered substance abuse services  and supports, including Office of 
Pharmacological and Alternativ e Therap ies (OPAT )/Center for Substance Abus e 
Treatment (CSAT) – approved pha rmacological supports may be provided to eligible 
beneficiaries.  MPM, Mental Health/Substance Abuse Chapter, §§ 12.1, April 1, 201 2, 
page 64. 
 
OPAT/CSAT-approved pharmacological s upports encompass covered services for  
methadone and supports and associated laborat ory services.  MPM, Mental 
Health/Substance Abuse Chapt er, §§ 12,  April 1, 2012, OPAT/CSAT  subsection.   
Opiate-dependent patients may be provided therapy using me thadone or as an adjunct  
to other therapy.   
 
Here, Appellant bear s the burd en of prov ing by a pr eponderance of the evidence that 
the Department erred in terminating her  services due to continued c linical non-








