


201259704/CAA 

 2

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The SDA program, which pr ovides financia l assistance for disabled persons, is 
established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as 
the Family  Independence Agency) administe rs the SDA progr am pursuant to MCL 
400.10, et seq., and 2000 AACS, R 400.3151 through Rule 400.3180.   
 
The Department carries the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that 
their actions were in c onformity with the ap plicable laws and polici es when they close d 
the Claimant’s SDA case.  In this case, the Department did not provide any testimony or 
exhibits to show thei r actions were in conformity wit h the app licable laws and po licies 
when they closed t he Claimant’s SDA case.  Therefore, I am reversing the Department 
in this matter.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

I find, bas ed upon the above Findings  of Fa ct and Conclusions of Law, and for the 
reasons stated on the record, find the Department did not act properly.  
 
Accordingly, the Depar tment’s decision is  REVERSED for the reasons stated on the 
record. 
 
THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO DO THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 10 DAYS OF  
THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER:  
 

1. Initiate a redetermination as to t he Claimant’s eligibi lity for SDA benefits 
beginning April 30, 2012 and issue retroactive benefit s if otherwise qualified and 
eligible.   

 
 
 

 
/s/__________________________ 

Corey A. Arendt 
Administrative Law Judge 

For Maura Corrigan, Director 
Department of Human Services 

Date Signed:  September 25, 2012 
 
Date Mailed:   September 26, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 






