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 4. On May 10, 2012, Claimant submitted a request for hearing.   
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
 
In this case Claimant does not dispute being over the MA asset limit at the time of 
application. Claimant testified that her assets have been depleted and that they were 
below the limit before May 3, 2012 when the application was denied. Department policy 
provides the following guidance for case workers.  The Department's policies are 
available on the internet through the Department's website.  
 

BEM 400 ASSETS 
DEPARTMENT POLICY  
Family Independence Program (FIP), State Disability Assistance 
(SDA), Refugee Assistance Program Cash (RAPC), Low-Income 
Family MA (LIF), Group 2 Persons Under Age 21 (G2U), Group 2 
Caretaker Relative (G2C), SSI-Related MA, Adult Medical Program 
(AMP) and Food Assistance Program (FAP) 
 
Assets must be considered in determining eligibility for FIP, SDA, RAPC, 
LIF, G2U, G2C, SSI-related MA categories, AMP and FAP.  FIP, SDA, 
RAPC, LIF, G2U, G2C and AMP consider only the following types of 
assets: 
 
•  Cash (which includes savings and checking accounts). 
•  Investments. 
•  Retirement Plans. 
•  Trusts. 
 
Assets Defined  
 
Assets means cash, any other personal property and real property.  Real 
property is land and objects affixed to the land such as buildings, trees 
and fences. Condominiums are real property.   Personal property is any 
item subject to ownership that is not real property (examples: currency, 
savings accounts and vehicles). 
 
Overview of Asset Policy 
 







201255919/GFH 

5 

STANDARDS OF PROMPTNESS  
All Programs 
 
The standard of promptness (SOP) begins the date the department 
receives an application/filing form, with minimum required information. 
 
See BAM 105, for the minimum required information for filing. Process 
applications and requests for member adds as quickly as possible, with 
priority to the earliest application date; see Processing Delays in this item. 
Requests for member adds must be entered in Bridges. 
 
FIP, SDA, RAP, CDC, MA and AMP Only 
 
Certify program approval or denial of the application within 45 days.  
Bridges automatically generates the client notice and if applicable, the 
CDC provider notice. 
 
Exceptions: 
 
•  15 days for all pregnant Medicaid applicants. 
•  30 days for Refugee Assistance Program (RAP) applicants. 
•  60 days for SDA applicants. 
•  90 days for MA categories in which disability is an eligibility factor. 
 
The SOP can be extended 60 days from the date of deferral by the 
Medical Review Team. 
 
ELIGIBILITY DECISIONS 
Denials All Programs 
 
If the group is ineligible or refuses to cooperate in the application process, 
certify the denial within the standard of promptness to avoid receiving an 
overdue task in Bridges. 
 
Bridges sends a DHS-1605, Client Notice, or the DHS-1150, Application 
Eligibility Notice, with the denial reason(s); see Reference Forms & 
Publications (RFF) manual. 
 

Review of Department policy guidelines for processing applications shows that 
only the Food Assistance Program (FAP) has any provisions for benefit approval 
without submitting a new application. Claimant was not asset eligible on the date 
of application. Approval or denial of an application for Medical Assistance (MA) 
goes to the date of application. Denial of Claimant’s September 23, 2011 
application for Medical Assistance (MA) was a correct action in accordance with 
Department policy. 
 






