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5. On May 9, 2012, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the 
application denial.   

      
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The FAP [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] is established by the Food 
Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the federal regulations 
contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, R 400.3001 through Rule 400.3015.  
 
Clients must cooperate with the local office in determining initial and ongoing eligibility. 
This includes completion of necessary forms.  Clients must completely and truthfully 
answer all questions on forms and in interviews. 
 
The client might be unable to answer a question about himself or another person whose 
circumstances must be known. Allow the client at least 10 days (or other timeframe 
specified in policy) to obtain the needed information. 
 
Do not deny eligibility due to failure to cooperate with a verification request by a person 
outside the group. 
 
Based on the testimony and exhibits presented, I find the Department witnesses had a 
clearer grasp of the dates, times and events in question and therefore found them to be 
slightly more credible than the Claimant.  For that reason, I find that more likely than 
not, the Claimant did not return the verifications as requested.   
 
Consequently, I cannot find the Claimant properly complied with the Department’s 
request and as a result I find the Department acted in accordance with the applicable 
laws and policies in denying the Claimant’s FAP application.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

I find based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the 
reasons stated on the record, the Department did act properly.   
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
 

/s/  
Corey A. Arendt 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
 

Date Signed: June 15, 2012 
Date Mailed: June 15, 2012 






