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3.  On September 12, 2011, Claimant filed a hearing reques t, protesting the amount of 
benefits. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Br idges Administrative  Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amend ed, and is implemented by the  
federal regulations contained in  Title 7 of the Code of Feder al Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as  the Fam ily Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1999 AC, Rule 400.3001 through Rule 400.3015. 
 
Additionally, BEM 554 instru cts that shelt er expens es are allowable deductions in 
determining a FAP budget. 
 
In the present case, the Depart ment included Claimant’s mortgage amount but did not 
include Claimant’s Home Equity Line of  Credit in  Cla imant’s FAP budget.  Th e 
Department’s representative st ated that the bank information was not conc lusive as to 
whether the line of  credit was a shelte r expense.  However, the Department 
representative stated t hat such information could be v erified by Claimant’s bank upon 
further questioning from the Department. 
 
Based upon the abov e Findings of Fact and Co nclusions of Law, and for the reasons  
stated within the record, the Administrative Law Judge concludes that the Department  
 

 properly c alculated Claimant’s FAP benefits     improperly calc ulated Claimant’s 
FAP benefits, as the D epartment did not verify Claimant’s equity line of credit as being 
or not being a shelter expense. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly.   did not act properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s FAP c alculation decision is  AFFIRMED  
REVERSED for the reasons stated within the record. 
 

 THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO DO THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 10 DAYS OF 
THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER: 
 
1. Initiate re-calculation Claimant' s F AP budget, effective Sept ember 1, 2011, and 

ongoign using all current information with respect to allowable ncome and expenses. 






