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The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by 2004 PA 344.  The SER 
program is administered pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and by, 1999 AC, Rule 
400.7001 through Rule 400.7049.  Department policies are found in the State 
Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
Additionally, the policy applicable to granting of emergency relief for tax arrearage is 
found in ERM 304.  At the time of the SER application the Claimant had a tax arrearage 
in the amount of $9268.62, which exceeded the policy limit of $2,000. DHS policy 
provides that the total amount of tax arrearage for all years cannot exceed $2000 in 
order to meet the eligibility requirements. The total tax arrearage amount is the total for 
every year combined, not just for the tax years which assistance is being sought.  All 
eligibility requirements including the tax arrearage limitation of $2,000 must be met  at 
the time of the application.  It was undisputed that at the time of the hearing the tax 
arrearage exceeded the $2,000 limit.  ERM 304, page 3 and 4.  
 
Based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons 
stated on the record, the Administrative Law Judge concludes that the Department   
 

 properly denied    improperly denied 
Claimant’s SER application for assistance with shelter emergency. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly.   did not act properly. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED REVERSED for the reasons 
stated on the record. 
 

 THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO DO THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 10 DAYS OF 
THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER: 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
Lynn M. Ferris 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  July 27, 2012 
 
Date Mailed:   July 27, 2012 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 






