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5. Claimant last worked in 2009 as a crew member at .  Claimant also 
performed relevant work as a restaurant server.  Claimant’s relevant work history 
consists exclusively of unskilled medium-exertional work activities. 

 
6. Claimant has a history of cervical and lumbar degenerative disc disease, spinal 

canal stenosis, complex regional pain syndrome, depression and anxiety.  Her 
onset date is , when she slipped and fell. Department Exhibit 1, pp. 15, 27, 
50, 52. 

 
7. Claimant has not been hospitalized as a result of her impairments.   
 
8. Claimant currently suffers from cervical and lumbar degenerative disc disease, 

spinal canal stenosis, complex regional pain syndrome, depression and anxiety.  
She has right leg, right arm, neck and shoulder pain.  Id., pp. 48-51. 

 
9. Claimant has severe limitations of her ability to sit, stand, and walk.  Claimant’s 

limitations have lasted or are expected to last twelve months or more.  Id., pp. 68, 
78.   

 
10. Claimant’s complaints and allegations concerning her impairments and 

limitations, when considered in light of all objective medical evidence, as well as 
the whole record, reflect an individual who is so impaired as to be incapable of 
engaging in any substantial gainful activity on a regular and continuing basis. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
 MA was established by Title XIX of the U.S. Social Security Act and is implemented 

by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The Department administers MA 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and Reference 
Tables (RFT).   
 

 SDA provides financial assistance for disabled persons and was established by 2004 
PA 344.  The Department administers SDA pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC 
R 400.3151-400.3180.  Department policies are found in BAM, BEM and RFT. 
 

 The Administrative Law Judge concludes and determines that Claimant IS NOT 
DISABLED for the following reason (select ONE): 
 

  1.  Claimant is engaged in substantial gainful activity.    
 

OR 
 

  2. Claimant’s impairment(s) do not meet the severity and one-year duration 
requirements.   
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OR 
 

  3.  Claimant is capable of performing previous relevant work.    
 
OR 
 

  4. Claimant is capable of performing other work.   
 

 The Administrative Law Judge concludes that Claimant IS DISABLED for purposes 
of the MA program, for the following reason (select ONE): 
 

  1. Claimant’s physical and/or mental impairment(s) meet a Federal SSI 
Listing of Impairment(s) or its equivalent. 

 
State the Listing of Impairment:   
1.04 Disorders of the spine (e.g., herniated nucleus pulposus, spinal 
arachnoiditis, spinal stenosis, osteoarthritis, degenerative disc disease, 
facet arthritis, vertebral fracture), resulting in compromise of a nerve root 
(including the cauda equina) of the spinal cord.  With: 
 
A. Evidence of nerve root compression characterized by neuro-anatomic 

distribution of pain, limitation of motion of the spine, motor loss 
(atrophy with associated muscle weakness or muscle weakness) 
accompanied by sensory or reflex loss….  20 CFR III, Appendix 1 to 
Subpart P of Part 404 – Listing of Impairments, 1.00, Musculoskeletal 
System, 1.04, Disorders of the spine. 

OR 
 

   2. Claimant is not capable of performing other work.   
 
The following is an examination of Claimant’s eligibility required by the federal Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR).  20 CFR Ch. III, Secs. 416.905, 416.920.  The State of 
Michigan is required to use the five-step Medicare eligibility test in evaluating applicants 
for the State’s Medicaid disability program. 
 
First, the claimant must not be engaged in substantial gainful activity.  In this case, 
Claimant has not worked since 2009.  Accordingly, it is found and determined that the 
first requirement of eligibility is fulfilled, and Claimant is not engaged in substantial 
gainful activity.  Department Exhibit 1, p. 13. 
 
Second, in order to be eligible for MA, a claimant’s impairment must be sufficiently 
serious and be at least one year in duration.  In this case, Claimant’s onset date is 

.  In  Claimant had a bone scan of her right leg, which showed “[d]ecreased 
activity noted within the right ankle and foot on all 3 phases.  This can be seen with 
reflex sympathetic dystrophy.”  Id., p. 40. 
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been found disabled for purposes of MA, Claimant must also be found disabled for 
purposes of SDA benefits. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, and for the reasons stated on the record finds that Claimant 
 
     DOES NOT MEET   MEETS 
 
the definition of medically disabled under the Medical Assistance and State Disability 
Assistance  programs as of the onset date of 2006.  
 
The Department’s decision is 
 
     AFFIRMED   REVERSED 
 

  THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO DO THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 10 DAYS 
OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS DECISION AND ORDER: 
 
1. Initiate processing of Claimant’s July 20, 2011, application, to determine if all 

nonmedical eligibility criteria for MA and SDA benefits have been met;   
 
2. If all nonmedical eligibility criteria for benefits have been met and Claimant is 

otherwise eligible for benefits, initiate processing of MA and SDA benefits to 
Claimant, including any supplements for lost benefits to which Claimant is 
entitled in accordance with policy;   

 
3. If all nonmedical eligibility criteria for benefits have been met and Claimant is 

otherwise eligible for benefits, initiate procedures to schedule a redetermination 
date for review of Claimant’s continued eligibility for program benefits in July 
2013. 

 
4. All steps shall be taken in accordance with Department policy and procedure. 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
Jan Leventer 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  June 18, 2012 
 






