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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3101 through R 400.3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) 
program effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are contained in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
FIP is not an entitlement.  BEM 234.  Time limits are essential to establishing the 
temporary nature of aid as well as communicating the FIP philosophy to support a 
family’s movement to self-sufficiency.  BEM 234.  BEM 234 restricts the total cumulative 
months that an individual may receive FIP benefits to a lifetime limit of 48 months for 
state-funded FIP cases and 60 months for federally-funded FIP cases.   
 
Additionally, after reviewing the Department's record of benefits at the hearing, Claimant 
testified she understood that the Department's action was based on her receipt of forty-
nine months FIP benefits, and that the Department's action was correct.   
 
With regard to CDC benefits, Claimant testified at the hearing that she filed three 
applications in 2011.  Claimant's file was reviewed for evidence that she filed three CDC 
applications in 2011.  The file contained evidence of only a March 8, 2011, CDC 
application.  It is found and determiined that Claimant has failed to present sufficient 
evidence to prove that she submitted two additional CDC applications.  Claimant's sole 
application in the file is dated March 8, 2011.  This date is more than ninety days before 
Claimant's hearing request of January 4, 2012, and is, therefore, an untimely hearing 
request.  Accordingly, Claimant's hearing request regarding CDC benefits shall be 
dismissed as a part of this Order.  BAM 600, "Hearings." 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly    did not act properly  
when it closed Claimant’s FIP case. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is  

 AFFIRMED  
 REVERSED 

for the reasons stated above and on the record. 
 






