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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The regulations governing the hearing and appeal process for applicants and recipients 
of public assistance in Michigan are found in the Michigan Administrative Code, MAC R 
400.901-400.951.  Clients have the right to contest a department decision affecting 
eligibility or benefit levels whenever it is believed that the decision is incorrect.  The 
department will provide an administrative hearing to review the decision and determine 
the appropriateness.  BAM 600.   
 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a cash benefit for needy individuals who are 
aged (at least 65), blind or disabled.  BEM 660.  It is a federal program administered by 
the Social Security Administration (SSA).  The SSA determines SSI eligibility.  States 
are allowed the option to supplement the federal benefit with state funds.  In Michigan, 
the Department of Human Services (DHS or department) supplements federal SSI 
payments with a State SSI payment to SSI recipients in the following living 
arrangements:  independent living; or living in the household of another person and 
receiving partial or total support and maintenance in kind from that person.  BEM 660. 
 
The State SSI payments are issued quarterly and paid the last month of each quarter.  
The yearly quarters are:  January through March; April through June; July through 
September; and October through December.  BEM 660. 
 
In this case, the department received information in August 2011 from the Social 
Security Administration that Claimant was no longer eligible for SSI.  The department 
thereafter mailed Claimant a Notice of Quarterly State SSI Payment Change, advising 
Claimant that, effective August 23, 2011, Claimant’s quarterly State SSI payment was 
being canceled based on the SSA’s notification that Claimant is no longer eligible for 
SSI. 
 
During the hearing, Claimant wanted to discuss the Social Security Administration’s 
determination that she was no longer eligible for SSI benefits.  Claimant was informed 
that this Administrative Law Judge was not employed by the Social Security 
Administration and lacked the authority to opine on actions taken by the SSA.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge therefore finds that, based on the material and 
substantial evidence presented during the hearing, the Department acted in accordance 
with policy in canceling Claimant’s quarterly State SSI payment based on the SSA’s 
notification that Claimant is no longer eligible for SSI. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, the Department acted in accordance with policy in canceling Claimant’s quarterly 
State SSI payment based on the SSA’s notification that Claimant is no longer eligible for 
SSI.   Accordingly, the Department’s action is UPHELD.   
 






