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The claimant’s grievance centers on dissatisfaction with the department’s current policy. 
The claimant’s request is not within the scope of authority delegated to this 
Administrative Law Judge pursuant to a written directive signed by the Department of 
Human Services Director, which states: 

 
Administrative Law Judges have no authority to make 
decisions on constitutional grounds, overrule statutes, 
overrule promulgated regulations or overrule or make 
exceptions to the department policy set out in the program 
manuals. 
 

Furthermore, administrative adjudication is an exercise of executive power rather than 
judicial power, and restricts the granting of equitable remedies.  Michigan Mutual 
Liability Co. v Baker, 295 Mich 237; 294 NW 168 (1940). 
 
Unfortunately, the Administrative Law Judge has no equity powers.  The department is 
required to follow a formula set by the federal government and cannot deviate from that 
formula in determining eligibility for FAP benefits.   

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides that the department properly reduced the claimant's FAP benefits under 
the circumstances. 

   
Accordingly, the department's determination is AFFIRMED.  

      
 
 

 __/s/___________________________ 
      Landis Y. Lain 
 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
Date Signed:_ 1/13/12     ______ 
 
Date Mailed:_ 1/17/12     ______ 
 






