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4. On , the Appellant was advised that the PA surgical request was 
denied.  (Department’s Exhibit A, pp. 6, 7) 

 
5. On , the instant request for hearing was received by the Michigan 

Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) for the Department of Community Health.  
(Appellant’s Exhibit #1)  

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW   

The Medical Assistance Program is established pursuant to Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  It is 
administered in accordance with state statute, the Social Welfare Act, the Administrative 
Code, and the State Plan under Title XIX of the Social Security Act Medical Assistance 
Program. 
 
Medicaid does not provide for treatment of obesity, weight reduction or maintenance alone: 
 

Medicaid covers treatment of obesity when done for the 
purpose of controlling life-endangering complications, such as 
hypertension and diabetes.  If conservative measures to 
control weight and manage the complications have failed, other 
weight reduction efforts may be approved.  The physician must 
obtain PA for this service.  Medicaid does not cover treatment 
specifically for obesity or weight reduction and maintenance 
alone.   
 
The request for PA must include the medical history, past and 
current treatment and results, complications encountered, all 
weight control methods that have been tried and have failed, 
and expected benefits or prognosis for the method being 
requested.  If surgical intervention is desired, a psychiatric 
evaluation of the beneficiary's willingness/ability to alter his 
lifestyle following surgical intervention must be included.   
 
If the request is approved, the physician receives an 
authorization letter for the service.  A copy of the letter must be 
supplied to any other provider, such as a hospital, that is 
involved in providing care to the beneficiary.  
 

Medicaid Provider Manual (MPM) Practitioner, §4.22, 
 January 1, 2012, p. 38  

 
*** 

 
The Appellant’s testimony established that while she has important health goals and a 
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*** NOTICE *** 
 

The Michigan Administrative Hearing System may order a rehearing on either its own motion or at the request 
of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  The Michigan Administrative Hearing 
System will not order a rehearing on the Department’s motion where the final decision or rehearing cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.  The Appellant may appeal the Decision and 
Order to Circuit Court within 60 days of the mailing date of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for 
rehearing was made, within 60 days of the mailing date of the rehearing decision. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 




