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3. On September 20, 2011, the Department sent  
 Claimant    Claimant’s Authorized Representative (AR)  

notice of the   denial.   closure. 
 
4. On September 27, 2011, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the  

 denial of the application.   closure of the case.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 

 The Adult Medical Program (AMP) is established by 42 USC 1315, and is 
administered by the Department pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq.  
 

  The FAP – formerly known as the Food Stamp Program – was established by the 
Food Stamp Act of 1977, 7 USC 2011, et seq., as amended, and is implemented 
through federal regulations found in 7 CFR 273.1 et seq.  The Department administers 
the FAP under MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 through R 
400.3015.  Agency policies pertaining to the FAP are found in the BAM, Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM), and Reference Tables Manual (RFT).  The goal of the FAP is 
to ensure sound nutrition among children and adults.  BEM 230A. 
  

 The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to  the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1997 AACS R 400.3101-
3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program effective 
October 1, 1996.   
 

 The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the 
MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.   
 

 The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program, which provides financial assistance 
for disabled persons, is established by 2004 PA 344.  The Department (formerly known 
as the Family Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 
400.10, et seq., and 1998-2000 AACS R 400.3151-400.3180.   
 
According to applicable law and policy, assets must be considered in determining 
eligibility for FAP.  BEM 400, p 1.  An asset is defined as cash, any other personal 
property, and real property.  Real property is land and objects affixed to the land such 
as buildings, trees and fences.  Personal property is any item subject to ownership that 
is not real property (examples: currency, savings accounts, and vehicles).  BEM 400, p 
1.  Countable assets cannot exceed the applicable asset limit.  BEM 499, p 1.  The 
asset limit for FAP is $5,000.00.  BEM 400, p 4. 
 








